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Introduction
The traditions of the Coptic Orthodox 

Church are essential, as every move and 

every word in the church reflects a greater 

symbolic meaning.
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Introduction

The Lord and Master Jesus Christ observed 

the Hebrew traditions and announced that He 

did not come to condemn the law but to 

complete it. 

The Lord, in all His glory, was even 

circumcised on the 8th day after His birth 

(Luke 2:22-24). 

He also went to Jerusalem to attend the 

Passover each year, even up until the Last 

Supper.
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What is “Traditions”?

Toukous (Arabic)

Toukous is plural for Tuks. 

The word toukous has its origin in the 

Greek word “Taksis” which means 

orderliness or methodical. 

From this meaning, the Church adopted 

the word as it refers to the spiritual 

orderliness that we must abide by in our 

worship.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF TRADITIONS 

IN EVERYTHING AROUND US

Everything is good and beneficial if it 

contains orderliness. 

If there is chaos in any matter, it will lead 

to failure. 

Think about orderliness in nature

Theologists took this as evidence for the 

existence of God.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF TRADITIONS 

In The Coptic Orthodox Church

 What we know about faith we try to 

practice through the traditions of the 

Church. 

Through traditions, our faith becomes 

manifested.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF TRADITIONS 

In The Coptic Orthodox Church

Examples 

We believe that baptism is birth, burial, and 

consecration. 

Therefore we are put under the water three times: 

once for birth, once for burial, and once for 

consecration.

The Lord talked with Nicodemus and said: “Most 

assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).

Therefore, baptism involves water and Myron oil (a symbol 

of the Holy Spirit).
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THE IMPORTANCE OF TRADITIONS 

In The Coptic Orthodox Church

Examples 

We believe that baptism is birth, burial, 

and consecration. 

Therefore we are put under the water 

three times: once for birth, once for burial, 

and once for consecration.
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The Prayer of Renouncing the Devil

Through this tradition we learn that the devil 

does not have any control over man. He only 

fights from the outside but he cannot control 

the heart of man. 

In this tradition we also announce our faith in 

Jesus Christ and the following happens: the 

priest asks the person who is being baptized to 

look towards the west, holds his/her right hand 

up and says the following: (if it was a baby the 

parents say it instead)
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The Prayer of Renouncing the Devil

“I renounce you devil. 

And all your evil works. 

And all your legions. 

And all your devilish malice, all your powers 

and all your repulsive worship; all your evil 

ways and misguidance. 

All your army; all your dominion and all your 

hosts. 

I renounce you, I renounce you, I renounce 

you.”
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The Prayer of Renouncing the Devil

After this, the person is turned to the east and 
his/her hand is raised and says: “I confess to You, 
Jesus Christ my savior and all your pure laws. 

And all your life giving service and all your works 
that gives me life.” Then he/she recites the faith 
saying “We believe in One God, God the Father 
the Pantocrator, and His only Begotten Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the life giving Holy Spirit. 
And the resurrection of the body and the only one 
Holy Church, the Catholic Apostolic Church. 
Amen.”

Then the parents are asked if they believe for their 
child and they respond 3 times: “I believe.”
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Anointment with Oil for the 

Unction of the Sick

This tradition was present from as far back as 

the time of our Lord and Master Jesus Christ. 

Our teacher St. Mark states, “And they cast out 

many demons, and anointed with oil many who 

were sick, and healed them” (6:13).

Therefore, faith in the work of the Holy Spirit 

(through the anointment of the oil) for the 

healing of the sick is an old tradition which is 

still implemented in our church today.
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Tradition is a Gift from God 

across all Generations

God is yesterday, today, and forever... All that 

happened in the past will happen across all 

generations. All that happened during the time 

of Christ while He was on earth, we relive 

through the traditions.
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EXAMPLES
Forgiveness of sins: Throughout the eras in the Bible, 

the theme of forgiveness of sins is present. The only 

difference is the method through which it happens:

From Adam to Noah during the era of ancient 

priesthood

From Noah to Moses during the era of high priesthood 

Forgiveness in these two eras was received through a 

sacrifice of blood and through the high priests.

From Moses to Christ during the era of priesthood of 

Aaron and the Levites.

Era of our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, He Himself 

forgave sins.
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The Tradition 

TRADITION IS RELIVING THE 

OCCASION AS IT WAS MANY YEARS 

AGO WITHOUT TAKING AWAY FROM 

ITS ORIGINAL VALUE:
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IN THE LAST SUPPER

The same words that Jesus spoke when He 

offered His disciples His body and blood are 

those used during the liturgy: this includes the 

concept of thanking; the concept of blessing; 

and the concept of breaking bread. 

These are the same basic elements that are 

found in the liturgy.

Luke 22:19-20
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TRADITIONS ARE A WAY TO DO 

THE WILL OF GOD

EXAMPLE 1: Before the liturgy of the 

believers, the deacon announces to greet one 

another with a holy kiss...everyone is in peace. 

This is following the commandment of love that 

Jesus Himself told us about “Leave your gift 

there before the altar, and go your way. 

First be reconciled to your brother” (Matthew 

5:23).
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TRADITIONS ARE A WAY TO DO 

THE WILL OF GOD

EXAMPLE 2: Kyeralyson—Lord have Mercy

This phrase is said in church and outside of 

church countless times and this is in keeping 

the commandment: “men always ought to pray 

and not lose heart” (Luke 18:1). 

It also shows that we are always turning to God 

and asking for His mercy.
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CONCLUSION

Traditions is the way to live our faith in an 

orthodox (Straight) way, practice it as the 

apostles and church fathers practiced it.

It is a way to keep our faith from generation 

to generation and unto the ages of all ages.

Therefore, it is important that we practice 

“Church Rites” and pass it on o future 

generations.
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Questions
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