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Those Who Violate Become Corrupt
The Editorial Article by His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il

We are approaching the beginning of
the Holy Fast, which are considered the
most precious days of the year spiritually,
ecclesiastically, and devoutly. In it, is the
rich church lectionary that was developed
by the Fathers through the guidance of
the Holy Spirit in a progressive manner
throughout the Holy Lent (The Forty Days)
that are preceded by the first week of
preparation and concluded by the last
week of Passion, and ending the fast with
the glorious Feast of Resurrection, in
which the person rejoices with the
ultimate joy yearly, advancing in spirit,
body, and mind.

It is a long period of fasting that lasts for

about two months full of solitude,
asceticism, abstinence, prayers, and
metanias  (prostrations), along with

calmness, silence, and evening liturgies.
This causes the person to gradually rise
above the needs of the body, reaching
Passion Week and spending it in strict
solitude, dedicating time, effort, and
emotions to accompany the crucified
Christ, hour by hour, to the Golgotha of
the Crucifixion, saying: "l have been
crucified with Christ and | no longer live,
but Christ lives in me" (Galatians 2:20).

In essence, the Church is reminding us
every year through the Holy Fast of the
struggle between human stubbornness

and obedience. Between previously
ignoring all forms of the divine
commandment and accepting,

comprehending, acting, and abiding by it
for the goodness of mankind.

One of the beautiful observations is that
we prepare for the Great Fast before it
begins through the story of Jonah the
prophet, the people of Nineveh, and the
three-day fast that ends with the Passover
of Jonah as a symbol to the Passover of
the glorious Resurrection since Jonah the
prophet is a rational example of mankind’s
stubbornness and how God dealt with it.

Jonah, even though he was a prophet
and near to God, fell into disobedience of
stubbornness, broke the divine
commands, and did not heed God’s
calling and voice.

We see a lot like Jonah in the modern
societies, like those who legalized
same-sex relationships under many
names and broke the Divine Law
concerning the image of family as God
desired it to be between a man and a
woman. Likewise, those who refused
peace or peacemaking and resorted to
violence, crimes, wars, and conflicts, even
though it is written, "Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called
sons of God" (Matthew 5:9).
Stubbornness is a sin of disobedience to
the divine commandment and human
orders, whether in the family, society or
Church. It is considered a common

behavioral disorder that may occur for a
short period or a transitional stage or
become a continuous behavioral pattern
or even as a fixed characteristic in the
personality of a child or person and
appear in the image of insisting on the
wrong attitudes, despite knowing and
being aware of their error. Often
stubbornness lasts and it does not leave
the person.

In the case of Jonah, the prophet, the
stubbornness was due to the wrong
understanding of God’s loving nature for
all human beings, or because of his
closed heart and his bias towards his
nation, the Jews, and his view of other
nations that are viewed to be rejected by
God, and have no place in His heart.
Based on that, he acted out his foolish
behavior, such as escaping, slumbering,
ignoring the voice of God, then drawing
lots and being thrown into the sea, until
divine providence caught up to him
manifested through the whale that was
more obedient, more responsive, and
more protective than him from perishing.

The lack of understanding, rejecting,
escaping, postponing, ignoring, and
procrastinating are all symptoms of the
deadly sin of stubbornness. Therefore, the
Fathers have taught us an old saying in
the Christian life: “Blessings come on
those who obey, but those who violate
become corrupt.” The violator is stubborn,
rebellious, rejecting, and belittles.

My dear reader, search your life and
search your heart as there may be sins of
stubbornness, rebellion, breaking the
commandment and belitting it, and
attempts to escape from the voice of God
and His repeated callings found in the
Bible.

The Great Lent comes as a precious
period that is given to a person in order to
reform his inner thoughts and feelings. To
abandon his mistakes, stubbornness,
failures, and perversions in his life.
Therefore, do not let these days pass
unnoticed without benefiting, and give up
every weakness or stubbornness in your
spiritual life and to ready your heart for
repentance, purity, diligence, and
vigilance.

In the heart of the fast, we encounter
four biblical stories over four weeks that
tell us the story of mankind and sin. These
stories are a parable, a meeting, and two
miracles as follows:

1- The Third Sunday: It follows the
Sunday of Preparation and the Sunday of
Temptation on the Mountain. In it there is
the parable of the prodigal son(Luke
15:1132-), which represents: freedom of
choice when a person chooses what is
right or wrong; hearing the voice or
deafening his ears from the calling. The
prodigal son was stubborn in thought,

word, and deed, and he fell. However,
he took notice at a defining moment and
returned from his stubbornness with
repentance and without losing his hope,
finding the fatherly embrace waiting for
him happily

2- The Fourth Sunday: The Sunday of
the Samaritan Women(John 3:330-) with
whom Christ met and a wonderful
conversation took place between them;
he spoke to her for the sake of her
salvation and the salvation of the city. This
woman is a symbol and an example of the
person who repeats his failures, and is
stubborn over the years without paying
attention, stopping or repenting. However,
Christ encouraged her to repent and start
over, breaking her stubbornness with love
and conversation until she became a
preacher, bearing witness to Him

3- The Fifth Sunday: The Sunday of
the Paralytic man or sick person of the
pool of Bethesda(John 5: 217-). For 38
years, he laid by the side of the pool
representing mankind’s continuous sin.
The Jewish tradition links sin and disease,
so if the sin was great, the disease would
equally be as long and severe, and of
course we do not believe in this concept at
all. The meaning intended here is
symbolic because the personality of the
rebellious person is characterized by
continuous negative rejection and clinging
to opinion and rejecting all others’. The
rebellious person here acts without logic
or reason in order to show his ego without
a goal or awareness. Such a personality is
sometimes violent and often angry

4- The Sixth Sunday: The Sunday of
the Man Born Blind.(John 9:141-) It
symbolizes the person who was born in a
nature of stubbornness, rebellion,
argumentation, discussion, and negativity,
to the extent of becoming mentally ill. His
injury may extend to depression, sadness,
loss of motivation, sleep problems, etc.
Our discussion here is in terms of the
spiritual nature of a person who has taken
stubbornness and rebellion to be his
nature and style; the time has come
during the strife of fasting and prayer for
this weakness and sin to leave us

In summary, the period of the Great Fast
is the greatest time in which you can
repent, remorse, confess, and cleanse the
heart of all its weaknesses and sins. As
we read in the gospel of Preparation
Sunday: “... go into your room (your
heart), and ... shut your door (your
mouth)” (Matthew 6:6). Beloved, pay
attention for “Blessings come on those
who obey, but those who violate become
corrupt.”

Pope Tawadros ||
Pope of Alexandria & Patriach of the
See of St. Mark
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