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IDENTITY

The Editorial Article by His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il

“IDENTITY” is an important term that is
taught in sociology colleges, and it has
many connotations and meanings:
national identity, religious, linguistic,
literary, artistic, etc. Each type of identity
defines the nature of a person’s life, and
describes their spatial, temporal, and
existential affiliation. Research is very
broad and interesting in explaining the
origins of groups comprising tribes,
peoples, nations, races, and homelands.

Our Christian Identity (The Cross)

If we speak about the Christian Identity,
it will include all believers of the Lord
Christ as a Redeemer and Savior. In other
words, the Christian identity can be
summed up in one word: “The Cross.”
Belief in the Cross in which there is the
fulfillment of the Economy of Salvation
from the sin and disobedience of Adam, as
well as from the consequences of this sin
that blinded the human race after him,
namely, corruption and death. Sin was the
cause of the expulsion of the first man
from Paradise, and in him, the entire
human race as well, until the Lord Christ
became incarnate as a Servant, a
Redeemer, and a Crucified One on the
Cross for the sake of every human being.
In “On the Incarnation of the Word” by St.
Athanasius the Apostolic, we read that
taking away sin through forgiveness is not
enough as long as its consequences still
remain, otherwise we will remain in a state
of death and destruction. Or, as we
declare in the Creed: “...who for us men
and for our salvation...,” “But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us...” (Romans 5:810-).

Saint Fr. Bishoy Kamel (Priest from
Alexandria) says: “Christianity without the
Cross is like a bride without a groom.” For
the Cross is the center of the Christian
believer's life consisting of their faith,
doctrine, history, and culture. So, the
crucified Christ, who rose from the dead,
became the only One to erase the sin and
guilt of man, and without Him there is no
salvation for anyone.

In our Coptic Church, we celebrate the
Feast of the Cross twice, the first on
Baramhat 10 (March 19) and the second
on Tout 17 (September 27) every year. We
also celebrate Good Friday between these
two days, which precedes the Feast of
Resurrection by two days.

It is astonishing that we see the sign and
shape of the Cross penetrating our human
life on the broadest scale: in engineering,
mathematics, writings, accounting, traffic,
and intersections, etc. Even the holy

prophet David illustrated the image of the
Cross in the words of his psalms when he
said, “He has not dealt with us according
to our sins, nor punished us according to
our iniquities. For as the heavens are high
above the earth, so great is His mercy
toward those who fear Him,” (the vertical
post of the Cross); “As far as the east is
from the west, so far has He removed our
transgressions from us” (the horizontal
post of the Cross) (Psalm 103:1012-).

In addition to the fact that the Cross is
the sign of faith and our religious identity,
we cross ourselves over and over again
every day and in all our life situations as it
strengthens the mind, heart, and
conscience. Moreover, we resist the
Devil's works with it, and it is also the
trusted guardian in situations of human
weakness. In summary, it is the sign of
love that conquered death, destroyed
Hades, and exalted man higher.

Our Coptic Orthodox Identity
(Three Symbolic Features)

Within the Christian identity, we find the
ecclesiastical identity of our Coptic
Orthodox Church, which includes all of us
from generation to generation. There are
many symbolic features of our
ecclesiastical identity, so | will limit it to
three only:

First Feature of our Church is “The
lcon”

The Icon here refers to every Coptic
family that has been established in the
holy sacrament of marriage, where there
is a triune union between the bridegroom,
the bride, and Christ, “A threefold cord is
not quickly broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12).
St. John Chrysostom says: “Family is the
icon of the Church.” Thus, a strong family
fosters saints, serves the Church and the
society, nurtures fear in hearts, and
encourages and instills the values of
righteous life in souls. In addition, the
living Christian family has a great role in
pastoral care, education, planning,
growth, and satisfaction with true love, for
“A satisfied soul loathes the honeycomb”
(Proverbs 27:7).

Second Feature of our Church is
“The Jewel”

The Jewel is monasticism. As we know,
monasticism began in the land of Egypt by
the fore-fathers who founded the monastic
life, such as St. Antony the Great, St.
Macarius the Great, St. Pachomius the
Great, and many others, tens and
hundreds of individuals, and from Egypt
monasticism spread to the whole world.
Although history tells us about hundreds of

monasteries and convents that were
established  throughout Egypt, we
currently only have about sixty in our
church, either in Egypt or abroad.
Monasticism is a jewel in our ecclesial life
through the fathers of monasteries and the
mothers of convents. Those who live in
God’s fear, praying, meditating, studying,
and serving; by their piety we taste the
sweetness of life with Christ. One of the
beautiful traditions observed by Copts is to
visit monasteries and convents during
their weekends or weekday breaks; to
seek blessings and to obtain the aroma of
spiritual rejuvenation and the wind of the
wilderness of the saints. The prayers of
the monasteries and convents are raised
regularly, may they preserve our families,
our services, our churches, and our dear
homeland.

Third Feature of our Church is “The
Lighthouse”

The Lighthouse here refers to the
uprightness of our faith and doctrine. The
word “Orthodox” means the uprightness of
faith, thought, doctrine and conduct. It is
not just a structure that distinguishes the
church building in society, but it is a strong
expression of the nature of our faith that
the Fathers and past generations have
preserved until it reached us; a pure and
wondrous faith by which we live in its rites,
hymns, icons, biographies of the saints,
and the daily Synaxarium, with praises,
spiritual songs, and chants. We also
express it in some popular customs, such
as dates and guavas on the feast of
Nayrouz (Coptic New Year), and
sugarcane and taro on the Feast of the
Baptism (Theophany), and many more.

Our Christian Identity: “The Cross”

Our Ecclesial Identity: “The Icon,
the Jewel, and the Lighthouse”

Let us all say: “For to me, to live is
Christ” (Philippians 1:21)

Pope Tawadros I
Pope of Alexandria & Patriach of the
See of St. Mark
February 2023 ,19
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