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Visit the St. Mark Festival's website at www.smfsus.org 
to find the material for the festival and  

for guidelines and information on the tests 
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St. Mark Festival 2025 Anthem 

(Our faith from the beginning
Was established by our God
Preached by the Apostles 
And preserved by our fathers) X2 

. 

A steadfast tree of faith 
Rooted in history 

Pure and watered with God’s word 
Rites and Liturgy 
Rites and Liturgy 

. 

I am firm 
I am firm in faith and doctrine 
My Church origins are patristic 
Orthodox like my forefathers 
Heroes of the Coptic Church 

. 

Mark, Athanasius, Dioscorus 
And many pillars of faith 

Though many heresies arise 
We’ll stay firm in the true faith 

. 

(You’re rooted in the Church 

Remember what you learned) X2 


















































































































 
 
 

 
 

2 Timothy 3:14 
 
St. Paul wrote to his disciple, St. Timothy, saying, “Continue in the things which you have learned and 
 been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them” (2 Timothy 3:14) 
 
St. Paul advised St. Timothy about the importance of striving with a spirit of strength, not one of hopelessness, to 
preserve the sound faith. He encouraged him to refute heresies with firmness, but also with meekness and love. 
 
This is the theme of St. Mark Festival this year: there will always be resistance to the 
work of God. The devil will always resist the truth, but our reassurance is in the 
promise of our Lord Jesus Christ:  

“The gates of Hades shall not prevail against the Church.” (Matthew 16:18) 
 
I. One Faith, Sound Teaching  

a. Why preserve the faith?  
• This is the faith that our Lord Jesus Christ established, and the apostles preached. It was preserved by the 

Church living it and handing it down pure and sound from generation to generation.  
  
• Our Church has kept the faith unchanged, as it was handed down to us through the Holy Bible, the writings 

of the Church Fathers, and the Canons of the Ecumenical Councils. It is recorded in Church Tradition.  
  

b. Characteristics of an Orthodox Believer:  
• Filled with Christ:   

Knows Him intellectually, understanding that He is one of the Holy Trinity; abides in Him through the 
Eucharist; and has a relationship with Him through prayers.  

  
• Filled with the Holy Bible:   

Faithfully knows God’s message to stand against all the wrong teachings that we come across every day.  
  
• Filled with the Holy Orthodox Church:   

The congregation of believers (one doctrine), gathered in the sanctified house of God (rite), led by the clergy 
(Sacrament), in the presence of angels and saints (tradition and role models). 

  
• Filled with the Church Fathers:   

Knows their lives and righteousness, follows their example and teachings.  
  
• Integrated:   

In the community, and not isolated.  
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II. Resources of the Coptic Orthodox Teaching  
a. The Holy Bible: The Holy Bible is the foundation of all Church teachings. No 

teaching may contradict it; every teaching must align with the Scriptures.  
 
b. Church Tradition: The rites of the Church and teachings of the Fathers have 

been handed down from generation to generation, as they received it from 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. It is through Tradition that we received the 
Holy Bible.  

 
c. Liturgy: The Liturgy is a trusted resource like the canons of the Ecumenical 

Councils. We pray what we believe and do not teach anything different.  
  
In the Divine Liturgy, we declare our faith in the Trinity, the incarnation of the 
Only Begotten Son of God, His redemption of humanity, His death on the Cross and His resurrection, His ascension 
into Heaven, and sending us the Holy Spirit, the Second  Coming, and eternal life. 
 
We also proclaim our belief in the Sacraments and the work of the Holy Spirit in us, that  St. Mary is the Theotokos, 
and our belief in the intercession of the saints.  
  

d. Biography and Teachings of Church Fathers: The Church Fathers explained and taught the sound faith as 
agreed upon by the Church. Their lives and writings continue to guide us today.  

  
e. Canons of the Ecumenical Councils: These are decisions unanimously agreed upon in the council.  

  
III. Abiding in the Sound Faith and Handing It Down to Generations  

a. Our Lord Jesus Christ established the Church on the rock of the Orthodox faith:   
-  “On this rock I will build My church” (Matthew 16:18)  
-  He instructed His apostles to care for His people: “Tend My sheep” (John 21:16)   
-  And to preserve the faith and teach it to everyone: “Teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you” (Matthew 28:20)  
  
b. Our Coptic Orthodox Church firmly rejects any teaching that differs from the true faith:  

“But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to 
you, let them be accursed.” (Galatians 1:8)   
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IV. Why and How to Reject Heresies and Wrong Teachings  
a. Why Reject Heresies:   

Our Lord Jesus Christ warned us of the false prophets who are “ravenous 
wolves” (Matthew 7:15).  
  

Throughout the ages, the Church convened councils to refute heresies and to 
separate heretics when they insisted on their wrong teachings.  
  
We honor the heroes of the faith who participated in keeping the true faith 
sound, such as St. Athanasius, St. Cyril, St. Dioscorus, St. Samuel the Confessor, 
and others. 
  
We, too, should follow in their footsteps, remaining faithful in keeping the true faith, pure and unchanged, 
just as we received it.  
  

b. How the Church Handles Heresies:  
• Warning: “warn those who are unruly.” (1 Thessalonians 5:14)  
• Avoidance: “Note those who cause divisions... and avoid them.” (Romans 16:17) 

“From such withdraw yourself.” (1 Timothy 6:5)  
• Rebuke: “Rebuke them sharply.” (Titus 1:13-14)  
• Separation: “Put away from yourselves the evil person.” (1 Corinthians 5:13)  
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1 Kings 17-22 
 

The First Book of Kings is a continuation of the Second Book of Samuel. It tells the story of the kings over a period 
of about 100 years, starting from the end of David’s life, followed by his son Solomon taking over the kingdom, and 
continuing until Ahab, king of Israel, and Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, around 1000 B.C.. 

The Purpose of the Book 
The Book tells us the story of many kings who faced similar circumstances. Some walked in the way of the Lord, 
holding firm to His commandments and teachings, while many others turned away from His commandments, led 
the people astray, and contributed to the collapse of the kingdom. It teaches us that man has the freedom to choose 
either to be firm in spiritual teachings or to blame circumstances. Circumstances should not be an obstacle to hold 
on to God's commandments. 

• It is not just a historical narrative of the kings' wars and deeds, but a 
spiritual look at historical events. The writer was inspired by God, who 
preserves those who hold fast to His commandments. We see that 
those who rely on Him are protected.  

• The reason for the kingdom’s collapse was the kings’ pride, which is the 
reason for every division, split, and conflict within the church. 

• The journey mentions the sins of the good kings without concealing the 
good deeds of the evil kings. 

After a glorious period for Israel under the reign of King David then King 
Solomon, David’s descendants failed to maintain the unity of the kingdom, and 
the people began to drift away from God.  
 
God sends His prophets to warn the kings and the people, urging them to repent. However, only a few of the kings 
of Judah repented, while all the kings of the kingdom of Israel continued in their corruption. 
 

Writer of the Book: Most likely the prophet Jeremiah, who quoted from the writings of the prophet Gad and the 
prophet Nathan. 
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Sections of the Book: The Book consists of 22 chapters and is divided into 3 parts: 

1. Chapters 1–11 
Begins with the story of Solomon, his coronation as king after the death of his father David, and continues until the 
end of his reign (the united kingdom). 

2. Chapters 12–16 

The kingdom splits after Solomon into the Northern Kingdom, which consists of 10 tribes under the leadership of 
Jeroboam son of Nebat, and the Southern Kingdom, led by Rehoboam son of Solomon. The Southern Kingdom 
consists of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with Jerusalem as its capital (the divided kingdom). 

 

3. Chapters 17–22 

The story of the prophet Elijah and the kings of the Northern Kingdom. 

Chapter 17: Elijah the Great Prophet 

Elijah means "My God is Yahweh" 

God sent the prophet Elijah at this critical time. His presence coincided with the reign of King Ahab. Elijah was one 
of the greatest prophets of Israel. The Lord had prepared him spiritually during this time of great deterioration. 
Elijah told King Ahab: “There shall not be dew nor rain these years except at my word.” (1 Kings 17:1)  

This was because the people in their delusion believed that Baal, their idol, was the one who gave them rain and 
crops.  

God arranged for ravens to bring Elijah bread and meat morning and evening, which is 
against the ravens’ nature. He drank from the brook until it dried up because there was 
no rain. Then the Lord commanded him to go to Zarephath in Sidon. Elijah went there 
and met a widow who fed him. Her flour and oil didn’t run out because of her faith. 
Despite being a Gentile, she was faithful in carrying out God’s commandments. 

Elijah asked the widow to bake him a cake first and then bake another one for herself 
and her son after. The woman acted as Elijah told her. Elijah, the widow and her household ate for many days during 
the time of famine. 

The verse “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29) reminds us to trust God even when it’s hard. 
Obeying God brings blessing, even when it doesn’t make sense to us. 

Later, the widow’s son became ill and died. Elijah prayed to God for the boy to return to life and God heard him. 
"The word of the Lord in your mouth is truth." (1 Kings 17:24) 

Elijah did not write a book of prophecy, but he was honored greatly. He was present at the Transfiguration of the 
Lord on Mount Tabor and ascended to heaven in a chariot of fire.  

We will study the third part of the book (Chapters 17–22). 
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Chapter 18: The Confrontation Between Elijah and the Prophets of Baal 

The Lord called Elijah to appear before Ahab after three years of no rain because God wanted to end the punishment 
and send rain upon the earth. 

During that time, Jezebel had killed the prophets of the Lord. She took advantage of Elijah’s disappearance and the 
lack of rain to try to please her gods. Perhaps the killing of the prophets was one of the reasons behind the drought 
and famine. God preserved a group of faithful people. Obadiah, who was responsible for King Ahab’s affairs, feared 
the Lord greatly. At that time, there were 100 prophets, and Obadiah hid them in two caves and provided them 
with bread and water. 

Ahab summoned Obadiah and asked him to search for springs and valleys to save the horses from dying. They split 
up and searched separately. During the search, Obadiah met Elijah. Elijah asked Obadiah to tell Ahab that he had 
found Elijah. But Obadiah was afraid that if he told Ahab and Elijah disappeared, he would be killed. Elijah assured 
him that he would come to see Ahab.  

Mount Carmel: 
Elijah asked Ahab to gather all the people of Israel on Mount Carmel, along with the 450 
prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah who ate at Jezebel’s table. 

Elijah came forward and asked the people: “How long will you falter between two 
opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the people said 
nothing.  

Then Elijah asked the prophets of Baal to cut a bull and place it on the wood without setting it on fire, and Elijah 
would do the same. Then they will pray, and the god who answers with fire, is the true God. The people agreed. 
The prophets of Baal prepared their sacrifice and called on Baal from morning till noon. But there was no response. 

At noon, Elijah repaired the altar of the Lord that Ahab had broken. He took 12 stones according to the number of 
the tribes and made a trench around the altar. He cut the bull into pieces and put it on the wood. Then he asked for 
four pots of water to be poured over the offering and the wood. This was repeated three times until the water ran 
down and filled the trench around the altar. Elijah prayed to the Lord. The fire of the Lord fell, burned the offering, 
the wood, the stones, the dust, and even licked up the water in the trench. 

When the people saw this, they fell on their faces and shouted, “The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!” Then 
Elijah ordered them to seize the prophets of Baal, and none of them escaped. 

The Lord had given Ahab many opportunities to repent: first through the drought and famine, and the second time 
through the miracle of fire and rain, and the lastly when he was saved from the Syrians. But he wasted all those 
opportunities.  

Chapter 19: Elijah’s Depression 
Ahab told Jezebel, his wife, everything that had happened on Mount Carmel. In response, Jezebel sent a message 
to Elijah, that she would kill him. 

Elijah fled to Beersheba, and instead of seeking God’s protection, he ran in fear. This was his first sin. God then 
asked Elijah twice, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
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The second sin when Elijah asked God to take his life because he felt alone and afraid. 

God then told Elijah to stand in His presence on the mountain. There was a powerful wind, followed by an 
earthquake, and then a fire, but God was not in any of these. After all that, there came a gentle whisper, and in that 
quiet moment, Elijah heard the voice of God. 

The Call of Elisha: 
After this, Elijah found Elisha plowing with twelve pairs of oxen. Elijah threw his mantle on him as a sign that Elisha 
was chosen to be his disciple. 

Elisha asked if he could go to kiss his parents. Then he slaughtered his oxen, cooked them to feed the people, then 
followed Elijah and served him. Elisha was one of the 7,000 people who did not bow to Baal. 

It is important to run to God in times of trouble, not away from Him. He will support and comfort the faithful soul. 

Chapter 20: God is Glorified Through Elijah 
God sent many warnings and miracles to encourage King Ahab to repent. Eventually, 
Ben-Hadad, the king of Syria, along with 32 allied kings, horses, and chariots, besieged 
Samaria. 

Ben-Hadad demanded to take all the silver, gold, wives, and children of the king of 
Israel. King Ahab agreed at first, saying, “I and all that I have are yours,” but the elders 
of Israel advised against this. Ben-Hadad became angry and threatened to take 
everything in the city, even the dust. 

God loved Ahab. Despite King Ahab’s wickedness, God sent him a prophet who helped him win the battle against 
Ben Hadad. King Ahab chose 232 young officers of the provinces. They went out at noon while the King of Syria was 
eating and drinking in his tent.  

God gave Israel a great victory! The Syrians fled, and Ben Hadad escaped on his horse. 

Elijah the prophet warned the king of Israel that the king of Syria would return to fight him again in a year and 
should be prepared. "Let not the one who puts on his armor boast like the one who takes it off" (1 Kings 20:11) 

Ben-Hadad’s advisors claimed Israel’s God was only strong in the hills. They suggested fighting on the plains instead 
and reorganized their army. 

Ben-Hadad agreed to fight them in the plains and changed his army. He removed the kings and put captains instead. 

The children of Israel looked like two small flocks of goats, while the Syrians filled the land. Once again, God 
supported the King of Israel in his battle against the Syrians, for God is the Lord of both hills and valleys. The children 
of Israel killed 100,000 Syrian soldiers in one day. The rest fled to the city of Aphek, where a wall fell on 27,000 of 
them. 

However, Ahab disobeyed God again. Instead of destroying Ben-Hadad as commanded, he made a treaty and let 
him go. 
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A prophet disguised himself and approached Ahab with a message from the Lord. He revealed the king’s mistake 
and condemned him for letting go of the man God had determined to destroy. 

Ahab returned home angry and refused to repent. 

Chapter 21: Naboth's Vineyard 
King Ahab returned troubled after his victory because God warned him about the consequences of releasing the 
King of Syria. He went to his palace in Jezreel and there he saw a beautiful vineyard that belonged to Naboth.  

King Ahab desired the vineyard, however Naboth refused to give it to him because it was the inheritance of his 
fathers. Ahab was very upset, he laid in his bed and refused to eat. 

Jezebel asked why he was upset. When he told her about the vineyard, she 
promised to get the vineyard for him. She wrote letters in Ahab's name, sealed 
them with his seal, and sent them to the elders and nobles of the city where Naboth 
lived. In the letters, she instructed them to proclaim a fast and seat Naboth in a 
place of honor, then bring two scoundrels to testify falsely that he had blasphemed 
God and the king. Then they would stone him to death. 

After Naboth’s death, Ahab to take possession of the vineyard. 

Naboth is a symbol of the Lord Jesus Christ who was falsely accused even though 
He was completely innocent. 

The word of the Lord came to Elijah to go to Ahab, who was in Naboth’s vineyard, and speak to him. Elijah asked, 
“Have you murdered and also taken possession?” The Lord said: “In the place where the dogs licked the blood of 
Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood as well.”  

Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?” Elijah replied strongly telling Ahab that God would bring 
disaster upon him just as He punished the evil kings before him. Jezebel would also be punished, along with all his 
descendants, for they had not followed the command of the Lord and His teachings but instead followed idols. 

When Ahab heard Elijah’s words, he tore his clothes and repented before God. Because of Ahab’s humility and 
repentance, even though it was temporary, God delayed the punishment until his son’s time. 

Chapter 22: The End of Ahab 
The Lord gave Ahab a chance of three full years to repent, but he did not. Instead, he planned to take back Ramoth 
Gilead from Syria by force. He was encouraged by 400 prophets of Baal who fled from Elijah. 

Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, visited Ahab, king of Israel. Ahab asked him to join him to get back Ramoth Gilead. 
Jehoshaphat agreed but he hesitated and said, “Please inquire for the word of the Lord today”. 

Ahab gathered the 400 prophets and asked them if he should fight for Ramoth or refrain. They told him to go, “for 
the Lord will deliver it into the hand of the king”. 

But Jehoshaphat doubted them and asked, “Is there not still a prophet of the Lord here, that we may inquire of 
him?” 
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Ahab said that there was still one man whose name was Micaiah, the son of Imlah, but he had never prophesied 
good concerning him. Ahab called for Micaiah who stood courageously before the kings and said that he could see 
all Israel scattered on the mountains, like the sheep that have no shepherd. This meant that Ahab would die in 
battle, and Ahab understood that, so he ordered that Micaiah be imprisoned.  

Despite the presence of a true prophet, Ahab chose to believe lies. Fearing that the prophet's words would come 
true, he disguised himself as an ordinary soldier and removed his royal robe. However, Ahab could not escape God's 
judgment; he was struck by an arrow and died near Ramoth, just as Micaiah prophesied. 

“I do nothing of Myself, but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things”  
(John 8:28) 
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1. God Creates Man:  
From the beginning, God loved man, even before He created him, the proof is that He 
prepared all the other creatures for him before He created man. He created man differently 
than all the other creatures. Man is the only creature into whom God breathed the breath 
of life from His mouth.  
“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 

the breath of life; and man became a living being.” (Genesis 2:7) 
 
Because of God’s love for man, He created him in His image. 

“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him;   
male and female He created them.” (Genesis 1:27)  

 
 
 

2. He Gives Him the Commandment:  
God loved man so much that He also gave him free will—the ability to choose what he wants. 
God told Adam to eat from any of the trees in Eden, except the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. God could have prevented Adam from eating from the tree, but since God 
created Adam with free will, He left him to choose to do what he wants.  

“Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat,  
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,  

for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17) 
 
 

3. Man Disobeys the Commandment:  
Unfortunately, Adam and Eve ate from the tree. They misused their freedom when they 
listened to the serpent and disobeyed God. 
 
 
 
4. Humanity Falls:  
Adam and Eve sinned, and all of mankind now carries the same sin. We inherited the 
original sin since we’re all in Adam. Adam and Eve and their sons received death 
because of sin, “For the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). Death here means that 
they will no longer live with God.  
 
Sin also destroyed our pure nature. Adam was cast out of the Garden of Eden, and all 
humanity with him. As a result, man inherited the sin of Adam as well as the corrupted 
nature.  
 
 
  The sentence of death had to be removed,  

and our corrupted nature had to be renewed.  
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5. Incarnation:  
Our Coptic Orthodox Church believes that our Lord Jesus Christ is the incarnate Word of 
God. He is fully divine and fully human in one nature. 

The Holy Liturgy tells the story of the creation of man, his fall through the envy of the 
devil, God’s care, and sending the prophets. It tells of the incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, His crucifixion, death, resurrection on the third day, His ascension to heaven, 
sending His Holy Spirit, and establishing His Church. 
 
In His incarnation, He took the nature of man. “He resembled us in everything, except 
for sin, alone.” (Liturgy of St. Gregory)  
 
6. Salvation:  
Our Lord was incarnate to save us from the sentence of death and the corrupted nature.  
 
He had to die for us to save us from death:  

“while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 
 
His Holy Blood shed for us cleanses us:  

“and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ granted us that the work of redemption would continue  
through the Sacrament of Eucharist,  

in which we receive the blessings of forgiveness, purification, sanctification, abiding in Him,  
and eternal life.  

 

  

Characteristics of the Redeemer:  
1. Must be human: Man is the one who sinned.  
2. Must die on behalf of man: “for the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).  
3. Must be unlimited: The sin of Adam was against the unlimited God. 
4. Must have no sin: If he is a sinner, then he will need someone else to save him.  
5. Must be a creator: To be able to renew the corrupt nature of man.  
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With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our holy Fathers specified readings for each day of the 
year. These readings offer us a strong and rich spiritual meal. This meal aims to direct us in the 
way of the Lord. It also reveals to us the nature of the Church, its depth, its approach, its 
theological thought and its purpose for the salvation of men.  

First: The Liturgical Readings 
The liturgical readings are considered an integral part of the Church’s worship. They are read in the first part of the 
Holy Liturgy which is called the Liturgy of the Word.  

Through the readings, the Church shows her children God’s love and His work of salvation, along with the necessity 
of commitment to faith, repentance, and spiritual struggle in order to be worthy of receiving this redemption.  

In this way, we may become ready for the joyful eternity that awaits us, and the kingdom prepared for us since the 
foundation of the world.  
 

The Holy Liturgy has 10 readings (9 from the Holy Bible): 

1. Vespers Psalm – from the Book of Psalms 
2. Vespers Gospel – from the 4 Gospels 
3. Matins Psalm – from the Book of Psalms 
4. Matins Gospel – from the 4 Gospels 
5. Pauline Epistle – from the 14 Epistles of St. Paul 
6. Catholic Epistle – from the 7 Catholic Epistles  
7. Praxis – from the Book of Acts of the Apostles 
8. Synaxarion – shows how the Holy Bible was lived out by the saints, who serve 

as good role models for us to imitate. By reflecting on the end of their lives, 
we are inspired to follow their faith and works. 

9. Liturgy Psalm – from the Book of Psalms 
10. Liturgy Gospel – from the 4 Gospels 
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Second: The Katamarus Books 
“Katamarus” is a Greek word, ‘kata’ means “according to,” and ‘meros’ means “part.”  It is a book that contains the 
liturgical readings throughout the year; and it is a two-part book, Coptic and English. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The liturgical readings follow a general spiritual and divine structure and reflect a deep theological philosophy. 
These readings are organized across 4 books: 
 

1. Annual (Rotating) Katamarus: Includes readings for both Weekdays and Sundays, with separate readings 
for each.  

2. Great Lent Katamarus: Includes the readings of the Great Lent.  
3. Holy Pascha Katamarus: Includes the readings of the Holy Pascha.  
4. Holy Fifty Days Katamarus: Includes the readings from the Glorious Feast of Resurrection until the Feast 

of Pentecost. 
 

We can split the liturgical readings into two sections, Annual Sundays Readings and Annual Weekdays Reading. 
Each section will highlight an aspect of the nature of the Church. 

 
1st: Annual Sundays Readings: 

The liturgical readings during Sundays show the work of the Holy Trinity in the Church and they take the believer 
on a divine spiritual integral journey. This journey highlights the unceasing work of God towards the Church and 
humanity. 

 
2nd: Annual Weekdays Readings 

The Church has arranged the liturgical readings during the weekdays to be based on the Synaxarion of the day (the 
saint’s biography of the day, or a feast celebrated, such as the Lord’s Feasts, Feasts of St. Mary, the angels, and 
saints).  
 

There are 55 different daily readings, which are repeated on similar occasions. These 
readings are carefully chosen to show that the saint or feast celebrated is indeed a living 
gospel and an example to follow in their love to Christ and obeying His commandments.  

 

  

All the books of Katamarus compose one unit which is very carefully 
arranged by the Fathers of the Church. The primary goal of these 
readings is to imprint upon the mind of the believer the image of the 
greatest event of every believer: the Incarnation and Redemption, 
which reveals God's immense love for humanity and His divine care. 
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3rd: The Organization of the Readings 

1- The Lord’s Feasts: each feast has a specific reading 
a. Major Feasts of the Lord:  

Annunciation – 29th of Paremhotep (April 7) 
Nativity – 29th of Koiahk (January 7) 
Epiphany/Theophany - 11th of Tobe (January 19) 
Palm Sunday  
Resurrection 
Ascension 
Pentecost 
 

b. Minor Feasts of the Lord: each feast has a specific reading 
Circumcision – 6th of Tobe (January 14) 
Wedding at Cana of Galilee – 13th of Tobe (January 21) 
Presentation of the Lord in the Temple – 8th of Meshir (February 15) 
Covenant Thursday 
Thomas Sunday 
Entrance of the Lord into Egypt – 24th of Pashons (June 1) 
Transfiguration – 13th of Mesore (August 19) 
 

2- Feasts of St. Mary, the Mother of God: all have the same Gospel reading: Luke 1:36-56 
a. Her birth – 1st of Pashons (May 9) 
b. Her entry into the temple – 3rd of Koiahk (December 12) 
c. Her departure – 21st of Tobe (January 29) 
d. Consecration of the first church in her name – 21st of Paone (June 28) 
e. Revealing of the assumption of her body – 16th of Mesore (August 22) 

 
3- Archangel Michael: 12th of Hathor (June 19): Matthew 13:23-43 

 
4- Prophets: Matthew 23:14-26 – This Gospel reading is repeated 20 times throughout the year on the 

commemorations of different prophets. 
Examples: 

a. Moses the Prophet – 8th of Thoout (September 18) 
b. Isaiah the Prophet – 6th of Thoout (September 16) 
c. Hezekiah the King – 4th of Mesore (August 10) 

 
5- The 12 Disciples: Matthew 10:1-15  

Examples: 
a. Martyrdom of St. Peter and St. Paul – 5th of Epep (July 12) 
b. Martyrdom of St. Philip the Apostle – 18th of Hathor (November 27) 
c. Martyrdom of St. Andrew the Apostle - 4th of Koiahk (December 13) 
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6- The 70 Apostles: Luke 10:1-20  
Examples: 

a. Martyrdom of St. Stephen the 1st Martyr – 1st of Tobe (January 9) 
b. Martyrdom of St. Timon the Apostle – 26th of Paope (November 5) 
c. Martyrdom of Aristopoulus the Apostle – 19th of Paremhotep (March 28) 

 
 

7- Martyrs- divided into 6 groups: 
a. Prince of Martyrs 
b. Martyrs of the Coptic Church: Luke 11:53 – Luke 12:12 

 Examples: 
i. St. Mina the wonder worker – 15th of Hathor (November 24) 

ii. Saints Apakir and John – 6th of Meshir (February 13) 
iii. St. Abanoub – 24th of Epep (July 31) 

c. Martyrs of the Eastern Church 
d. Dismembered Martyrs 
e. Groups of Martyrs of the Eastern Church 
f. Martyrs of the One Church 

 
 

8- Patriarchs- divided into 2 groups: 
a. Patriarchs of the Coptic Church: Matthew 16:13-19  

Examples: 
i. Martyrdom of St. Peter the Seal of Martyrs and the 17th Patriarch– 29th of Hathor (December 8) 

ii. Departure of Pope Aghathon, the 39th Patriarch– 16th of Paope (October 26) 
iii. Departure of Pope Theophilus, the 23rd Patriarch – 18th of Paope (October 28) 

 
 

b. Patriarchs of the One (Catholic) Church: John 10:1-16  

There are 16 including: 

i. St. John Chrysostom, Patriarch of Constantinople – 17th of Hathor (November 26) 
ii. St. Severus of Antioch – 14th of Meshir (February 21) 

iii. Pope Cyril I, Patriarch of Alexandria – 3rd of Epep (July 10) 
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9- Monks: Luke 12:32-44  

Examples: 
a. Departure of St. Anthony – 22nd of Tobe (January 30) 
b. Departure of St. Hilarion – 24th of Paope (November 3) 
c. Departure of Abba Isaac – 19th of Pashons (May 27) 

 
10- The Virgins: Matthew 25:1-13  

Examples: 
a. Martyrdom of Saints Pistis, Helpis, Agape and their mother Sophia – 30th of Tobe (Feb. 7) 
b. Departure of St. Sarah – 15th of Paremhotep (March 24) 
c. Departure of St. Theopista – 20th of Thoout (September 30) 

 

Our Church gives us a nourishing spiritual meal each day by reminding us of the saints,  
so we can follow their righteous lives and follow their example. 
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The Life of St. Severus of Antioch 

St. Severus was born in the year 459 A.D. in Asia Minor to wealthy Christian parents.  

After the death of their father, his mother sent him and his two brothers to Alexandria to receive 
an education in philosophy, as well as in the Greek and Latin languages.  

Later, St. Severus went to Beirut to study law. He did very well in his studies and eventually 
returned to his hometown to work as a lawyer.  

Alongside his academic success, St. Severus grew spiritually. He fasted every day and spent most 
of his nights in church.  

He then decided to visit Jerusalem, and there he began to have a strong desire for service and monasticism.  

He went to the monastery of St. Lawendius in Palestine and became a monk in the year 488 A.D. at the age of 29. 
He lived alone in the desert, dedicating all his time to worship and spiritual studies. 

He later had to go to the monastery of St. Romanius in Palestine to stay there because of his illness. He was still 
hardworking in everything he did despite his sickness and encouraged the monks to also work hard.  

Many monks predicted that he will be a protector of the Orthodox faith and the Church.  

He became well known in all places. Many priests and monks came asking questions about the Holy Bible and 
doctrine.  

He built a monastery in Palestine with the money he inherited from his parents and attracted many to the monastic 
life.  

  

19 


















































































































St. Severus Protects the Faith 

St. Severus refused to let the Orthodox faith be changed by all the heresies that were 
spreading at that time. He came out of his monastic seclusion to protect the faith.  

• He wrote many letters in response to the wrong teachings spread by some 
heretics  

• He showed strong opposition to the heresies and wrong teachings.  
• He resisted any teaching that was not from the Orthodox faith, like the Council 

of Chalcedon. 

 

In the year 512 A.D., St. Severus became a Patriarch of Antioch. 

"And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses,  
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also."  

(2 Timothy 2:2) 

 

He sent a letter to the Patriarch of Alexandria explaining and confirming his Orthodox faith, which he had received 
from the Apostles. He also explained his rejection of the heresies. St. Severus faced many persecutions because of 
his faith.  

Persecutions and Exile 

The Roman emperor Justinian, who was in agreement with the Council of Chalcedon, persecuted all who did not 
agree with it. He sent for St. Severus and tried to convince him to give up his faith. When St. Severus refused, the 
emperor began persecuting him.  

To escape the persecution, St. Severus fled to Egypt, where he lived for 20 years (except for a brief period when he 
traveled to Constantinople). While in Egypt, he continued to care for his flock, sending them letters to strengthen 
their faith.  

The emperor who ruled after Justinian also tried to convince St. Severus to leave the Orthodox faith, but he refused. 
For this reason, Empress Theodora who was Orthodox in faith, urged St. Severus to escape. He returned to Egypt 
and stayed there until he departed.  

He stood firm in Orthodox faith because he believed it was every Christian’s duty to preserve the pure faith. The 
Holy Bible was his reference, and he rejected any teaching that strayed from it.  
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Miracles and Humility 

God worked many miracles through the prayers of St. Severus. Out of humility, he often hid his identity and lived 
as a simple monk.  

One day, he went to pray the Divine Liturgy in a monastery. When the serving priest began the Prayer of 
Reconciliation, the Holy Bread disappeared from the altar. The priest cried and thought this was because of his sins. 
An angel of the Lord appeared to him and told him that it is not proper for him to offer the sacrifice when a patriarch 
is present. The angel pointed to St. Severus. The priest asked St. Severus to pray the Liturgy. As soon as St. Severus 
entered the sanctuary, the Holy Bread reappeared, and they continued the prayers.  

Legacy and Departure 

St. Severus left many writings and teachings about many aspects of the faith, such as the nature of God, Christ’s 
relationship with the Church, and the Holy Sacraments.  

He also translated many Syrian and Greek texts into Coptic, which helped spread the true faith.  

St. Severus gave us an example to follow. He stayed firm in faith and defended the truth. Like St. Severus, we are 
called to know and be firm in our Orthodox faith, to preserve it, and to lead others in love, peace, and service. 

Pope Severus departed in the Lord in Egypt on the 14th day of Meshir in the year 538 A.D. He was buried in a 
monastery west of Alexandria.  

Our Coptic Church commemorates him in the Divine Liturgy and celebrates 3 feasts for him:  

1. His coming to Egypt on the 2nd of Paope (October 12) 
2. His departure on the 14th of Meshir  (February 21) 
3. His burial in the monastery on the 10th of Koiahk (December 19) 

May the prayers of St. Severus be with us all. Amen. 
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In November 2022, ChatGPT (Chat Generative Pre-trained Transformer) was launched by OpenAI 
(an AI research and deployment company) and made available to the public. Although it was not 
the first General AI Platform (nor would it be the last), it took the world by storm; it made the 
technology accessible to a larger audience and for a variety of applications.  

What is Artificial Intelligence?  

Artificial Intelligence is a field of Computer Science that aims to mimic human 
intelligence, such as visual perception, speech recognition, decision-making, and 
translation between languages. There are several fields of study within the umbrella of 
Artificial Intelligence. 

An AI Agent is a system that can use information gathered from its environment (through 
various sensors) and reason about that information, make a plan based on its goals, and 
execute the plan. An AI Agent may use a language model to translate that plan or 
execution to a human-readable output.  

ChatGPT and similar AI Agents use Large Language Models (LLM) such as OpenAI’s GPT-4, Google’s PaLM, and 
Meta’s LLaMA. These models aim to achieve general-purpose language and conversation, and thus they are trained 
on billions of lines of text. The training involves reading the text and establishing statistical relationships between 
words and sentences. Then, the model can be used to generate text by taking an input text and repeatedly 
predicting the next word or phrase based on highest probability. 

Applications 

Natural Language Processing (NLP): Google Translate (to translate text contextually from one language to another), 
Grammarly (to analyze and adjust grammar and tone in text like an email). 

Computer Vision: To quickly process images for a variety of applications.  

• Surveillance Cameras (to identify humans, cars, or animals) 
• Self-Driving Cars (to identify humans, cars, road signs, traffic lights and 

patterns, etc. as well as navigation) 
• Facial Recognition (for security purposes or identification)  
• Agriculture (identify defects, and sort produce by shape, size, color, ripeness, 

etc.) 
• Healthcare (to analyze medical imaging results like X-Rays, CT scans, MRIs, and Ultrasounds to help detect 

conditions. To analyze large volumes of medical imagery and search for patterns among patients with similar 
diagnoses) 
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Games and Puzzles: Playing strategic games like chess, generating unique games and puzzles 

Travel: Suggesting hotels, rental cars, flights, etc. based on a number of factors. Navigation from point A to point B 
in the least amount of time, or with the least amount of tolls, or to avoid traffic, or to “take the scenic route,” etc. 

Personalization: Targeted Advertising (based on preferences and interests), Personalized Shopping Experiences, 
Personalized Learning Experiences 

Artificial Intelligence as a Tool 
Technology is not inherently good or evil, but rather it is a tool.  A tool can be used for good or evil. 

“No one would deny that he who has learned to practice an art for right purposes can also abuse it for wrong 
ones, so we say that the faculty of thought and conception was implanted by God in human nature for good, but, 
with those who abuse it as an instrument of discovery, it frequently becomes the handmaid of pernicious 
inventions.” – St. Gregory of Nyssa (Answer to Eunomius’ Second Book) 

To understand how to use this tool, we must first understand the tool.  

What is Intelligence? 

HH Pope Shenouda III, in the final chapter of his book Ten Concepts focuses on “The Concept of Knowledge.” HH 
describes several kinds of knowledge like: 

Sensuous Knowledge:  
Knowledge that comes through the senses (sight, touch, smell, hearing) 

Knowledge from Other Sources:  
Knowledge that comes from books, videos, audio, and other media. 

Knowledge of God’s Words and Commandments:  
St. Paul wrote to his disciple St. Timothy: “from childhood you have known the Holy 
Scriptures which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 
3:15-16) This is the knowledge of wisdom and discernment.  

Knowing Others:  
This applies to friendship, family relationships, and other social interactions.  You ought to 
know and be aware of differing personalities and characters, as well as mental disabilities 
and illnesses, to know best how to deal with each person. 

“The fact is that all knowledge that comes to your mind will affect your senses and feelings 
and relationships with others; it will affect and influence your subconscious in the form of 
suspicions, thoughts, dreams, memories. It will extend within you and outside to a great extent, and you may not 
be able to stop it.” – HH Pope Shenouda III (Ten Concepts) 
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What is Artificial? 

To which types of knowledge would you expect an AI Agent to have access? 

Knowledge from Other Sources: This is the primary type of knowledge in Large Language Models like ChatGPT.  It 
is fed from multitudes of books, websites, and other media to train its models.  This includes websites like the 
entirety of Wikipedia!  

Sensuous Knowledge: An AI Agent like a self-driving car will have access to several cameras, 
microphones, and other types of sensors.  Processing the data that comes from those 
sensors requires a great deal of effort on the part of the AI Agent. 

An AI Agent cannot discern good and evil, right and wrong; does not and cannot know 
God; cannot relate to people or understand emotions. This is what makes it “Artificial.” It 
is incomparable to Human Intelligence. 

Dangers of Artificial Intelligence 

AI Can NEVER be Certain 
• AI Agents operate in the realm of probability.  And probability is never 

100%.  Some Agents may reveal their confidence level with the results 
they give.  For example, a security camera may identify a car with 60% 
confidence, but the human eye can easily see that it is a car.  

• Sometimes, to combat the lack of certainty, a model’s errors may be 
biased in a certain direction.  For example, cancer tests may be biased towards 
false positives as opposed to false negatives (i.e. it would be better to 
misdiagnose than to leave a cancer untreated).  Or weather forecasting may be 
biased towards bad weather rather than good weather (i.e. people rarely get 
upset when you say it will rain and it doesn’t, but not the opposite).  

 

AI Can be Manipulated by the Creator or Manager of the AI 
• As mentioned above, AI Agents primarily rely on knowledge from various media 

sources. The creator or manager of the AI Agent makes decisions regarding 
which sources to include in the process of training the model.  So, if a model is 
trained in media that leans in a particular direction politically or socially, then 
the Agent using that model will seem to “lean” that way. An AI Agent can also be 
programmed to respond in a specific way to specific queries. 

• In late 2017, Amazon’s Alexa product was in the news for reporting that Jesus 
Christ “is a fictional character” and that Mohammed is “a very wise prophet.” In 2018, Google’s Google 
Home product was in the news for being able to identify religious figures like Allah, Brahman, Krishna, 
Moses, and Joseph Smith, but not Jesus Christ (instead responding with “here are some results from the 
web.” 
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AI Can be Manipulated by Input 

• There is a field of study called “Adversarial AI” in which inputs are created to manipulate AI Agents. 
• For example, an AI Agent may identify an image of a panda as a Panda. 

But when noise is introduced into the image, such that it still looks like 
a panda to the human eye, the AI will identify it as a gibbon. Or an image 
that is identified as a pig, but with added noise (invisible to the human 
eye), the AI identifies it as an airliner.  

• It has been shown that modifying a Stop Sign in a specific way can fool an 
AI Agent into thinking it is a Speed Limit sign, or that wearing specific 
clothing (i.e. something with an Adversarial Patch) can fool an AI Agent into 
not recognizing you as a person. 
 

AI Can (and Will) Lie to You 

• In April 2023, Snapchat’s “My AI” product was famously in the news for lying about whether it had access to 
your location. 

• In June 2023, a lawyer and his firm were issued sanctions because they used ChatGPT to find case citations, 
and did not review them; they were all fake, fabricated by ChatGPT. 
 

AI Can Manipulate You 

• AI Virtual Assistants simulate human interaction (e.g. mimic human voice, facial expressions, body language) 
and can create the illusion of a personal relationship. 

• Deepfake videos, images and audio are highly realistic simulations of people saying or doing things that they 
never did. 

• AI is used to limit what information you have access to (e.g. on social media) and can ensure that only 
information that reinforces certain beliefs is prevalent, creating an echo chamber. For example, Social Media 
Companies have been accused of using AI for these purposes to nefariously manipulate elections. 

 
AI Has a Fingerprint 

• In January 2023, some college students used ChatGPT to write their essays for a 
Philosophy class. The professor felt that the essays were “really well-written 
wrong”, and it raised a red flag for him.  He ran it through OpenAI’s ChatGPT 
detector and the results said it was 99% likely the essay had been AI-generated. 
The students failed the class. 

Inappropriate Uses of AI 
Cheating & Plagiarism: Requesting an AI Agent to write an essay for you (even if you’re planning to edit it 
afterwards) or asking an AI Agent to solve math or science problems for homework or an exam. Requesting answers 
or solutions to exam questions from an AI Agent. 

Cyberbullying: Using AI to harass, intimidate or bully others online 

Fabricating Data or Sources: Requesting an AI Agent to generate fake data, sources or references to support your 
own material. 
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In the Church: A new trend has risen in the last several years of using AI Image Generators to generate images of 
saints, but these images go against the Spirit of the Church and Her iconography.  The images feature saints depicted 
with inappropriate societal standards of beauty not befitting to their holiness (e.g. St. Mary without a veil, the Lord 
Jesus Christ with a teeth-bearing grin, saints wearing form-fitting 
dresses or gowns, etc.). They are also be used to depict a verse 
from Scripture in a literal way which is not compatible with the 
interpretation of the Church and Her Tradition. And then these 
images are distributed across social media.  

 

Appropriate Uses of AI 
Educational Support: Using an AI Agent to help clarify concepts, to ask questions or seek explanations on topics you 
are studying. This is different from using AI to cheat or plagiarize. 

Writing Assistance: An AI Agent can help fix your grammar or give you writing advice on material that you have 
written yourself.  Note that this can be considered cheating in some contexts (e.g. a writing class). 

Learning New Subjects: Ask questions about various topics for self-learning. 

Finding Sources: Requesting an AI Agent for relevant sources to a certain topic, and then exploring, reading, and 
analyzing those sources on your own. 

Language Practice: Engaging with an AI Agent to practice learning a foreign language, ask for translations, improve 
your proficiency, etc.  

In the Church: There is high potential for usage of AI within the Church.  
For example, an AI Agent may be used to transcribe audio or video sermons or lectures.  
Then, another Agent can take those transcriptions and translate them to a different 
language.  The lectures and sermons of HH Pope Shenouda and other prominent figures in 
the Coptic Church can be made available to an English-speaking congregation! 

There is also potential to develop new technologies in the field of AI for the benefit and edification of the Church 
and Her faithful.  For example, some Coptic Students at Williams College developed a model for translating from 
Coptic (Bohairic or Sahidic dialects) to and from other languages (English, Arabic, French, German, Dutch). A student 
at Saddler College, for his Capstone Project, trained a model on Scripture and the writings of the Church Fathers in 
English and Greek.  This allowed him to develop a semantic search application in English and Greek for the Fathers 
of the Church. 

It is part of your role as a member of society to understand these technologies and 
how to use them.  And it is part of your role as an Orthodox Christian  

to be faithful and honest in your usage of technology,  
and in “whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31) 
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Coptic Curriculum 

Lesson 3: Letters that sound different than English (part 2) 

Letter Name Pronunciation 
lllw Oa Long O (as in boat or board) 

(Omega in Greek) 
Xx Key (ki) 1. In words of Egyptian origin: K

2. In words of Greek origin:
• Sh if followed by e-vowel ( €, 1, H )
• Kh everywhere else

ft Ti (Tee) Ti or Tee (as in Teepee) 

Examples: 
CtillN Si-oan Zion 
:J\.1cwpEu Ai-soa-rem I have strayed/ I have gone 

astray 
Kwt Koati To turn or seek 
%€p€ Shere Hail 
ONT(!)C On-toac In Truth 
IWo.NNHC Yo-an-nees John 
CWTHP Soa-teer Savior 
CWT€ll Soatem Listen 
XHlll Kee-mi Egypt 
CHillN See - oan Sihon (king of Ammorites) 
xwp,c Khoa-ris without 

Homework: Pronounce each word/phrase out loud & write the pronunciation 

'.)Co.Kl Darkness 
'.)ClillN Ice 
Xwi.Eu Hurry 
Unoxoc Sharing in 
Pwrn Human/man/people 
:J\.KcWt You have saved 
�Hi_illTE Zealot 
Ko.t To know or understand 
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Coptic Curriculum  

Lesson 10: Definite and Indefinite articles 

❖ Indefinite Articles:
o In English, there are two indefinite articles: A & AN. These articles

are used to introduce or refer to a noun that is not specific such as:
▪ This is a ball
▪ A glory

o In Coptic, there two as summarized below:

Singular 
Masculine 

Singular 
Feminine 

Plural 

Indefinite 
article 

ⲟⲩ Ϩaⲛ 

o When the word is singular such as ball, glory, cross we use the article
ⲟⲩ whether its masculine or feminine

o When the word is plural such as heavens, martyrs, apostles we use the
article ϩⲉⲛ

o Examples:

Ⲟⲩⲱⲟⲩ A glory 
ⲞⲩⲦⲁⲓⲟ A honor 
ⲞⲩϨⲓⲣⲏⲛⲏ A peace 
OⲩⲔⲱⲧ A building 
Ϩⲁⲛϧⲉⲗϣⲓⲣⲓ Young men 
Ϩⲁⲛϧⲉⲗⲗⲟⲓ Elders 
Ϩⲁⲛⲡⲁⲣⲑⲉⲛⲟⲥ Virgins 

❖ Definite Articles
o However, when want to introduce a noun that is already defined or

specific (i.e.THE), such as:
▪ The boy
▪ The ball
▪ The church
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o In Coptic, there are three definite articles summarized below:

Singular 
Masculine 

Singular 
Feminine 

Plural 

Definite 
Article 

Ⲡⲓ/  ̀Ⲡ/  ̀ⲫ ϯ/ ̀ⲧ /  ̀ⲑ ⲛⲓ/ⲛⲉⲛ 

o When the word is singular masculine we use one of the following:
Ⲡⲓ/  ̀Ⲡ/  ̀ⲫ

o When the word is singular feminine we use one of the following:
ϯ/ ̀ⲧ /  ̀ⲑ

o When the word is plural, regardless of the gender, we use one of the
following: ⲛⲓ/ⲛⲉⲛ.

o You do not need to know the specific rules for each article, only know
the difference between singular masculine, singular feminine, and
plural.

o Examples:
̀ⲫⲣⲏϯ The likeness (masculine) 

Ⲡⲓⲯⲁⲗⲙⲟⲥ The psalm (masculine) 

̀ⲧϣⲉⲣⲓ The daughter (feminine) 

Ϯ  ̀ϣⲫⲉⲣⲓ The friend (feminine) 

̀ⲡⲧⲁⲗϭⲟ The healing (masculine) 

`ⲑⲙⲁⲩ The mother (feminine) 

ⲛⲓ̀ⲡⲣⲉⲥⲃⲓⲁ The prayers (plural) 

ⲛⲉⲛϣⲏⲣⲓ The children (plural) 
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Exercise: 
Place the correct definite or indefinite article in front of each word 

The men ____ⲣⲱⲙⲓ (masculine)
The daughters ____ϣⲉⲣⲓ (feminine)

The tongue ____ⲣⲁⲛ (masculine)

Trees ____`ϣϣⲏⲛ (plural)

The hour ____ⲁϫⲡ(feminine)

The censer ____ϣⲟⲩⲣⲏ (feminine)

The brother ____ⲥⲟⲛ (masculine)

The sister _____ⲥⲱⲛⲉ(feminine)

A woman _____Ⲥϩⲓⲙⲉ

Fires _____ⲭ̀ⲣⲱⲙ
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Lesson ��: DemonstratJve Pronouns
❖ Demonstrative pronouns are used to point to something specific within a sentence.

Pronouns can be specific to time or place.
❖ Demonstrative pronouns used to point to something near in time or distance: this, these
❖ Demonstrative pronouns used to point to something far in time or distance: that, those
❖ A few English examples:

o This is a book.
o These children are going to class.
o That car is driving fast.
o Those apples are delicious.

❖ In Coptic, the demonstrative pronouns exist in the near and far forms for the masculine
and feminine forms.

❖ Demonstrative pronouns of the near form
Single masculine Pai This 
Single feminine Tai This 

Plural Nai These 

❖ Demonstrative pronouns of the far form
Single masculine Py or Pe That 
Single feminine Ty or Te That 

Plural Ny or Ne Those 

❖ Examples:

This censer (f) Tai Soury 
This day (m) Pai `ehoou 
This table (f) Tai ~̀trapeza 

This place (m) Pai ma 
These gifts Nai d̀wron 

That land (m) Pe Kah̀i 
That woman (f) Te Chime 

Those things Ny eternofri 
Those who handle Ny etswt 

❖ 1ote how in the plural form no differentiation is made between male or female.
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❖ Exercise:

This man 
This mother 
These priests 
That church 
Those deacons 
These censers 
That bread 
This virgin 

Footnote: 

The near forms of the demonstrative pronouns exist in two forms. The one mentioned 
above is the absolute form which is used as a substantive (e.g. this is the day which the lord has 
made). The other form is the constructive form which is used immediately before the noun (e.g. 
this land). However, for our purposes we will only use absolute form. 
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Coptic Vocabulary

Ⲁⲡⲟⲥⲧⲟⲗⲟⲥ=Apostle 

Ϣⲟⲩⲣⲓ =Censer 

Ⲥⲱⲧⲏⲣ = Savior 

̀Ϣⲗⲏⲗ = Pray 

ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ = He rose Ⲇⲓⲁⲕⲟⲛ=Deacon 
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Ⲟⲩⲱⲓⲛⲓ=Light 

Ϯⲡⲁⲣⲑⲉⲛⲟⲥ =The Virgin 

ⲡⲓⲱⲓⲕ = The Bread 
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7th and 8th Grade Hymns 
1. Morning Doxology (alternating Coptic & English) 

O true Light, that gives light, to every man, 
that comes into the world. 

Piouwini n~tav~m/i: v/e~terouwini: e~rwmi 

niben: eyn/ou e~pikocmoc. 

+ You came into the world, through Your 
love for mankind, and all the creation, 
rejoiced at Your coming. 

+ Aki e~pikocmos: hiten tekmetmairwmi: 

a~]k~t/cic t/rc: yel/l qa pekjini~. 

You have saved Adam, from deception, and 
delivered Eve, from the pangs of death. 

Akcw] n~Adam: e~bol qen ]a~pat/: aker 

Eua n~remhe: qen ninakhi n~te v~mou. 

+ You gave unto us, the Spirit of sonship, 
we praise and bless You, with Your angels. 

+ Ak] nan m~pip#n#a#: n~te ]mets/ri: enhwc 

enc~mou e~rok: nem nekaggeloc. 

When the morning hour, comes upon us, O 
Christ our God, the true Light. 

Qen p~jiny~refi~ nan e~qoun: n~je v~nau 

n~swrp: w~ P,#c# Pennou]: piouwini 

n~tav~m/i. 

+ Let the thought of light, shine within us, 
and let not let the darkness, of pain cover 
us. 

+ Marousai n~q/ten: n~je nilogicmoc n~te 

piouwini: ouoh m~peny~refhobcten: n~je 

p~,aki n~nipayoc. 

That we may praise You, with 
understanding, proclaiming and saying, with 
David. 

Hina n~tenhwc e~rok: n~no/~tox nem Dauid: 

enws oub/k: ouoh enjw m~moc. 

+ "My eyes have reached, the morning 
watch, that I may meditate, upon all Your 
words." 

+ Je auersorp m~voh: n~je naval m~v~nau 

n~swrp: e~ermeletan: qen nekcaji t/rou: 

Hear our voices, according to Your great 
mercy, save us O Lord our God, according 
to Your compassion. 

Cwtem e~tenc~m/: kata peknis] n~nai: 

nahmen Po#c# Pennou]: kata 

nekmetsenh/t. 

+ O caring God, the Maker of all good 
things, who governs well, with His chosen 
ones. 

+ V] pifairwous: n~referpeynanef: 

pireferoikonomin: n~nefcwtp n~kalwc. 

The strong Governor for those, who take 
refuge in Him, who longs for the salvation, 
and deliverance of everyone. 

Pireferhemi etjor: n~n/e~tauvwt harof: 

v~ref[isswow n~te ouon niben: nohem 

n~tououjai. 

+ Through Your goodness, You provided us 
the night, grant us to pass, this day without 
sin. 

+ Qen tekmet,~r/ctoc: akcob] nan 

m~pie~jwrh: a~rih~mot nan m~paie~hoou: enoi 

n~aynobi. 



That we may be worthy, to lift up our hands, 
before You without anger, or evil thoughts. 

Eyrenerp~emp~sa: e~fai n~nenjij e~p~swi: 

harok m~pekm~yo: ,wric jwnt nem mokmek 

efhwou. 

+ At this dawn, make straight our coming in, 
and our going out, in the joy of Your 
protection. 

+ Qen tai hana~tooui~L coutwn nenmwit 

e~qoun: nem nenmwit e~bol: qen p~ounof 

n~te tekc~kep/. 

That we may proclaim, Your righteousness 
daily, and praise Your power, with David the 
prophet. 

Eyrenjo n~tekmeymi: n~e~hoou niben: 

n~tenhoc e~tekjom: nem Dauid 

pip~rov/t/c. 

+ Saying "In Your peace, O Christ our 
Savior, we slept and arose, for we have 
hoped in You. 

+ Je qen tekhir/n/: P,#c# Penc#w#r#: 

anekot antwoun: Je anerhelpic e~rok 

Behold how beneficent, and how pleasant, it 
is for brethren, to dwell together in unity." 

H/ppe oupeynanef: ie oupetholj e~b/l: 

e~p~]ma] n~hanc~n/ou: eusop hi ouma.  

+ United, in the true, evangelic love, like the 
Apostles. 

+ Euercumvwnin: qen oua~gap/ m~m/i: 

n~evaggelik/: kata nia~poctoloc. 

It is like the fragrant oil, on the head of 
Christ, running down the beard, down to the 
feet. 

Mv~r/] m~picojen: e~]a~ve m~P,#c#: efn/ou 

e~jen ]mort: sa e~q~r/i e~ni[alauj. 

+ That anoints every day, the elders, the 
children and young men, and the deacons. 

+ Efywhc m~m/ni niben: niqelloi nem 

ni~lwoui~: nem niqelsiri: nem 

nidia~konict/c. 

Those whom the Holy Spirit, has attuned 
together, as a stringed instrument, always 
blessing God. 

Nai e~tafhotpou eucop: n~je Pip~neuma 

eyouab: m~v~r/] n~oykuara: euc~mou e~V] 

n~c/ou niben 

+ By psalms and hymns, and spiritual 
songs, by day and by night, with an 
incessant heart. 

+ Qen hanyalmoc nem hanhwc: nem 

hanhwd m~p~neumatikon: m~pie~hoou nem 

pie~jwrh: qen ouh/t n~at,arwf. 

 

 
 

  



Midnight Praises: 

2. 1st Canticle (English) 
Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the Lord and spoke saying, "I will sing 
to the Lord for He has triumphed gloriously." 

+ The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and song, and 
He has become my salvation. 

He is my God and I will glorify Him, my father´s God and I will exalt Him. 
+ The Lord is a Man of war, the Lord is His name. Pharaoh's chariots and his army He has 
cast into the sea. 

His chosen captains also drowned in the Red Sea. 

+ The depths have covered them; they sank to the bottom as a stone. 

Your right hand O Lord has become glorious in power. Your right hand O Lord has dashed the 
enemy in pieces. 

+ And in the greatness of Your excellence, You have overthrown those who rose up against 
You, You sent forth Your wrath, it consumed them like stubble. 

And with the blast of Your nostrils the waters were gathered together, the flood stood upright 
like a heap, and the depths congealed in the heart of the sea. 

+ The enemy said, "I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall be 
satisfied upon them, I will draw my sword and my hand shall destroy them." 

You blew with Your wind, the sea covered them, they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 

+ Who is like You O Lord among the gods? Who is like You, glorified in His saints, amazing in 
glory, performing wonders. 

You stretched out Your right hand, the earth swallowed them. You in Your mercy have led 
forth the people whom You have redeemed, You have guided them in Your strength, to Your 
holy habitation. 
+ The people will hear and be afraid, sorrow will take hold of the inhabitants of Palestine. 

Then the chiefs of Edom will be dismayed, the mighty men of Moab trembling will take hold of 
them. 

+ All the inhabitants of Canaan will melt away, fear and dread will fall on them. 

By the greatness of Your arm they will be as still as stone, till Your people pass over O Lord, 
till Your people pass over whom You have purchased. 

+ You will bring them in and plant them in the mountain of Your inheritance, in the place O 
Lord, which You have made for Your own dwelling 



In Your sanctuary O Lord which Your hands have established, the Lord shall reign forever and 
ever. 

+ For the horses of pharaoh went with his chariots and his horsemen into the sea. 

And the Lord brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the children of Israel went on 
dry land in the midst of the sea. 

+ And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the 
women went out after her with timbrels and with praises. 

And Miriam answered them saying, "Let us sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously." 

+ The horse and its rider, He has thrown into the sea. "Let us sing to the Lord, for He has 
triumphed gloriously." 

 
 

  



Advanced: 

3. Entho Te Ti Shori: 
You are the censer made of 
pure gold, carrying the blessed 
and live coal. 
 

 
We worship You O Christ, 
with Your good Father, and 
the Holy Spirit, for You (have 
come) and saved us.  

N~yo te ]sour/ n~noub n~kayaroc: 

etfai qa pijebc n~,~rwm 

etc~marwo~ut. 

 

Teno~uw~st m~mok w~ P,#c#: nem 

Pekiwt n~a~gayoc: nem Pip~neuma 

e#y#u#: je aki~ akcw] m~mon nai 

nan. 

N-tho te tee-shori ennob 
en-katharos, etfai kha  
pi-jeps enek-rom et-
esmaro-ot. 
 
Tenosht emook-o 
pikhristos: nem pekiot 
enaghathos: nem 
piepnevma ethoab: je aki 
aksote emon. Nai nan. 

 
 

4. Lobsh 1st Hoos: 

With the split, the waters of 
the sea split, and the very 
deep, became a walkway. 

Qen ouswt afswt: n~je 

pimwou n~te pimwou n~te v~iom: 

ouoh v~noun ets/k: afswpi 

n~ouma m~mosi. 

Khen oo-shoat afshoat: enje 
pimoaoo ente efiom: oo-oh 
efnoon etsheek: afshoapi 
enooma emmoshi. 

+ A hidden earth, was shone 
upon by the sun, and an 
untrodden road, was walked 
upon. 

+ Oukahi nayouwnh: a~v~r/ sai 

hijwf: oumwit n~atacini: 

aumosi hiwtf. 

Oo-kahi en-ath-oo-onh,  
a-ephri shai hi-gof, oo-moit 
en-at-sini, av-moshi hei- iotf. 

The flowing water, stood still, 
by a miraculous, act of wonder 

 

Oumwou efb/l e~bol: afo~hi 

e~ratf: qen ouhwb n~s~v/ri: 

m~paradoxon. 

Oomoa-oo efveel e’evool: af-
eohi e’eratf: khen oo-hoab 
en-esh-pheeri: emparathoxon. 

+ Pharaoh and his chariots, 
were drowned, and the 
children of Israel, crossed the 
sea. 

+ Varaw~ nem nefharma: 

auwmc e~pec/t: nens/ri 

m~Picra/l: auerjinior m~v~iom. 

Pha-ra-oa nem mef-harma: 
avoams e’epeseet: nensheeri 
emPisraeel: averjinior   
em-ephiom. 

And in front of them was, 
Moses the prophet praising, 
until he brought them, to the 
wilderness of Sinai. 

E~nafhwc qajwou pe: n~je 

Mwu~c/c pip~rov/t/c: sa 

n~tef[itou e~qoun: hi p~safe 

n~Cina. 

E'Enafhoas khagoa-oo pe: 
enje Moy-sees pi-
epropheetees: sha entefchitoo 
e’ekhoon: h-i epshafe enSina. 

  



+ And they were praising God, 
with this new psalmody, 
saying "Let us sing to the 
Lord, for He has triumphed 
gloriously." 

+ E~nafhwc e~V~nou]: qen 

taihwd/ m~beri: je marenhwc 

e~P~[oic: je qen ouw~ou gar 

af[iw~ou. 

E'Enafhoas ePhnootee: khen 
taihoathee emveri: je 
marenhoas e’ePshois: je khen 
oo-oa-oo ghar afchi-oaoo. 

Through the prayers, of Moses 
the archprophet, O Lord grant 
us, the forgiveness of our sins. 

Hiten nieu,/: n~te Mwu~c/c 

piar,p~rov/t/c: P~[oic 

a~rih~mot nan: m~pi,w e~bol n~te 

nennobi. 

Hiten ni-evshi, ente  
Moy-sees pi-arshi-epro-phee-
tees: e’ePshois ari-ehmot nan: 
empikoa evol ente nennovi. 

 
+ Through the intercessions, 
of the Mother of God Saint 
Mary, O Lord grant us, the 
forgiveness of our sins 

+ Hiten nip~recbia: n~te 

]yeo~tokoc eyouab Maria: Po#c# 

arih~mot nan m~pi,w e~bol n~te 

nennobi. 

Hiten ni-epresvia: ente tee-
the'eotokos ethooab Maria: 
e’ePshois ari-ehmot nan: 
empikoa evol ente nennovi. 

We worship You O Christ, with 
Your good Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, for You have 
(risen/come) and saved us. 

Teno~uw~st m~mok w~ P,#c#: nem 

Pekiwt n~a~gayoc: nem 

Pip~neuma e#y#u#: je 

(aktwnk`aki~) akcw] m~mon nai 

nan. 

Ten-oo-oasht emmok oa 
Pikhristos: nem Pekioat  
en-a-gha-thos: nep 
Piepnevma ethoab: je 
(aktoank/akei) aksoatee 
emmon. 

 




