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The Beauty of God’s Word
The Editorial Article by His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il

Psalm 119 (118 LXX) is the longest
psalm and chapter in the Bible and the
heart of the Book of Psalms. It constitutes
an artistic painting of writing of
constructive phrases and beautiful details
about the greatness of God’s word, its
power and effect in the believers’ life, and
how a person can live in purity, growth,
and joy. It is meditations embroidered on
the beauty of God’s word suitable for the
worshiper in all life situations, whether in
times of hardship or ease, adolescence or
old age and for every hour of the day. It is
a psalm for all the days of life, and our
church prays it daily in the first watch of
the midnight prayer in the Agpeya. We can
say that the greatness of this psalm is
found in its mixture of spiritual rhetoric
balanced by prayer, worship, praise,
contemplation, and heartfelt journey as a
hermit wandering in the love and longing
for God’s word that gives us the ability to
grow in a life of holiness according to the
commandment: “Be holy, for | am holy” (1
Peter 1:16; Leviticus 11:44, 19:2, 20:7).

This psalm consists of 176 verses
divided into 22 stanzas, one for every
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, and each
stanza or part consists of eight verses and
begins with the same Hebrew letter in
order. Almost every verse mentions “God”
in one or more of the following ten
expressions: words, commandments, law,
testimonies, precepts, ways, statutes,
wonders, sayings, and judgments.

These expressions explain how the
word of God is rich, loved, revered,
renewing, joyful, comforting, and
expressive of the cry of a soul thirsting for
God, and how the righteous are
continuously connected and attached to
God’s word. Moreover, evil is defined as
not the act of sin, but rather the mere
distancing away from God; meaning that
the wicked are those who reject the holy
word and do not give it an opportunity to
thrive in their life and to interact with it.

On this basis, the psalm is considered to
be:

A spiritual and contemplative journey as
a hermit in the greatness of God’s word,
its effects, its richness, and its boundless
depths

An exercise of a strengthening prayer
that elevates the longing soul who savors
life with the Lord

A source of comfort in the midst of pains
and hardships that occur throughout
man’s life on earth

Although there are some differences
between the text in the published Bibles
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(NKJV based on the Hebrew Masoretic
Text) and what is in the Agpeya (Coptic
source based on the Greek Septuagint),
this helps us deepen our understanding of
the text and its beauty. As a matter of

practical

application,

we

explain, and meditate on the first part:

ALEPH

(NKJV)

Thaxda
(OSB)

compare,

1 Blessed are the | Blessed are the
undefiled in the | blameless in
way, Who walk | the way Who
in the law of the | walk in the law

LORD! of the Lord.

2 Blessed are Blessed are
those who keep those who
His testimonies, | search out His
Who seek Him testimonies;
with the whole They shall

heart! search for Him
with their whole
heart.

3 | Theyalso dono| Forthose who

iniquity; They work
walk in His lawlessness Do
ways. not walk in His
ways.

4 You have You
commanded us | commanded us

To keep Your | regarding Your
precepts commandment,
diligently. That we should

be very diligent
to keep them.

5 Oh, that my Would that my

ways were ways were led,

directed To That | might
keep Your keep Your
statutes! ordinances.

6 | Thenlwould [ Then | would

not be not be ashamed
ashamed
When | look into| When | regard
all Your all Your
commandment. | commandment.
7 | I will praise You I will give
with thanks to You,
uprightness of | O Lord, with an
heart, When | upright heart,
learn Your When | learn
righteous the judgments
judgments. of Your
righteousness.

8 | will keep Your | shall keep
statutes; Oh, do Your
not forsake me | ordinances; Do

utterly! not utterly
forsake me.
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The “undefiled in the way” are those
who are known to be holy and take pure
steps in their lives. We notice that the
word “blessed” is not found anywhere else
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in the psalm except for the second verse
of the first part, as if the psalm refers to
the way of blessing—([taken by] the
perfect (undefiled) and blameless, those
who are upright and faithful through
repentance and purity of heart (Ephesians
1:4)—they are the ones who keep the
commandment, bear witness to the work
of Christ, and have given up sin because
they are immersed in God’s love.

Perhaps one of a person’s questions is:
Does a person keep the commandment,
or does the commandment keep a
person? The answer is both because
when a person keeps the commandment,
the commandment keeps him on his way.
As for disgrace, it accompanies sin like
what happened in the fall of Adam and
Eve. Keeping the commandment
distances the person from disgrace and
enables him or her to enjoy being with
God.

The “uprightness of the heart” refers to
the uprightness of feelings, thoughts,
actions, and relationships, so that a
person is not affected by the world’s
misleading, strange, and perverted
thoughts in any form and action, because
he or she is clinging to and fortified by
God’s righteous word.

At the end of the first part, the person
beseeches God not to “forsake” him or her
in the time of weakness, falling, or decline,
but rather to extend a hand of help and
mercy, because they will always long for
the commandment and live by it.

Some Fathers believe that the writer of
the psalm is David the Prophet who wrote
it throughout his life as a personal journal
about his fellowship with God, and his
enjoyment of His word; he collected them
at the end of his life, and it became this
psalm. Although some scholars think that
the writer may be Jeremiah the Prophet,
Ezra the Scribe, or another writer who
composed it from the book of
Deuteronomy, from which the vocabulary,
language, and message of the psalm
derive its roots as it is considered to be
the second declaration of the Law.

Dear reader, let this psalm be a
spiritual exercise for you, to read,
meditate, memorize, and pray with

every day, especially during the

second half of the Holy Fast, to
experience God’s love and care
for you.

Pope Tawadros I
Pope of Alexandria & Patriach of the
See of St. Mark
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