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Departure to Eternity

The Editorial Article by His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il

One of the ingenuities of our
Coptic Church, and its
relationship with the holy word,
is reading the last book of the
Bible in a single yearly service
called “The Evening of the
Book of Revelation” or “The
Vigil of Apocalypse”
(Abou-Ghaslamsis). This book
is of a unique nature in its
content, texts, events, and
prophecies. A large number of
the Fathers call it “The Book of
the Departure to Eternity”
because it prepares the person
for the events of the end and
the Coming of the just Judge,
our Lord Jesus Christ.

The preface of the Book of
Revelation defines two main themes
around which this holy book revolves:

First: A vision of the personhood of
the blessed Lord Jesus Christ

Second: A vision of God’s teachings
for the holy Church

As we advance through the book,
these two topics become increasingly
manifest.

First: A Vision of the
Personhood of the Blessed
Lord Jesus Christ

St. John the Apostle was able to
declare these truths:

1- “I am the Truth, the Redeemer,
and the Victorious King” for the Book
of Revelation is the completion of the
theme of the Bible, centered on the
Person of Christ the Savior

2- Characteristics of His blessed
Person, including, but not limited to:

- “The Word of God” (Rev 1:2)

- “He who holds the seven stars in
His right hand, who walks in the midst
of the seven golden lampstands” (Rev
2:1): the Lord Christ is the Shepherd
of the Church and the watcher who
protects Her from all Her enemies

- “...what the Spirit says to the
churches” (Rev 3:22): the letters of
Christ the Master sent to the seven
churches in Asia Minor indicate that

He knows everything about their
actions, and He warns them of
dangers, as well as praises them for
every virtue

- “Behold, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has
prevailed to open the scroll and to
loose its seven seals” (Rev 5:5): He is
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the
Slaughtered Lamb, and the Judge.

Second: A Vision of God’s

Teachings for the Holy Church

1- Prophetic Aspect: the majority of
the book prophesizes about future
events, especially those related to the
end times, and most of the prophecies
describe the divine judgment for sin.
In addition to the glorious victory of
Christ the King in the latter chapters,
and the kingdom of heaven and
eternal life in chapters 21 and 22

2- Historical Aspect: the Book of
Revelation reflects the final events of
the world at the end of time, Judgment
Day, and the method of applying
righteous  divine  judgment to
individuals and nations. The whole
world, from the beginning of creation
until Judgment Day, will place their will
in the Lord’s hands, the Omnipotent
who has total authority, that is, the
Person of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Judge (Rev 20:11)

3- Dogmatic Learning: If the Book of
Revelation was the only book in the
Bible, it would be possible to deduce
knowledge of the important doctrinal
facts about humanity, sin, angels,
demons, Judgment Day, salvation, the
Church, prostration, heaven, and
Hades. Moreover, God is a Trinity of
Hypostases (Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit)

4- Spiritual Application: it is the
yearning of Christians to practical
behavior of Christian teachings, which
is one of the notable themes in the
book: “Blessed is he who reads and
those who hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things
which are written in it; for the time is
near” (Rev 1:3). These are four
consecutive stages:

) 1) BB 5,0 g Gl )

Read, Listen, Memorize,
and Prepare

Indeed, our orthodox Christian faith
is the only faith, the absolute truth,
and the Way through which a person
can know the true God, our Lord
Jesus Christ, and take rest in Him as it
is written in our holy Book, “There [is
no] salvation in any other” (Acts 4:12).
Our Christianity simply summarizes its
doctrine in specific tenets:

1- We believe in one God, a Trinity of
Hypostases: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit (1 John 5:6, 7)

2- The Lord Jesus Christ is God who
appeared in the flesh (1 Timothy 3:16)

3- The Lord Jesus became the
propitiation for our sins, and He saved
us from sin, the curse, and death

4- The Lord Jesus Christ will come
as a judge to this world at the end of
time, to give each one according to his
or her deed

The Second Coming of our Lord
Jesus at the end of the world is the
truth confirmed by the Bible’'s two
testaments: “The sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the coming of the great
and awesome day of the Lord” (Joel
2:3 = uand looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of
God” (2 Peter 3:12). The Church also
repeats it to our ears in the Creed, the
Midnight Praise, and Agpeya hours
throughout the day.

Indeed, it is the preparation
book for the kingdom

Pope Tawadros ||
Pope of Alexandria & Patriach of the
See of St. Mark
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