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With the Churches of the World
The Editorial Article by His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il

Our Coptic Church is one of the
most ancient churches in the Christian
world. It is described as an apostolic,
traditional, and conservative church
that has lived the Orthodox Faith since
the feet of Saint Mark, the pure
apostle and martyr, stepped in the
land of Egypt, and our country
received the Dblessing of his
martyrdom in the streets of Alexandria
in the first century AD.

Through the ages, generations, and
centuries, the Christian Church was
divided and branched out into Eastern
churches and Western churches.
Furthermore, a spirit far from Christ
prevailed in the ill-fated council of
division in Chalcedon in 451 AD
because of ego, pride, the love of
dignity and authority, and the search
for precedence and primacy. Politics
mixed with doctrines, lasting to the
Middle Ages, which led to more
divisions, divergence, dispute, rivalry,
and bloody conflicts at times... and so
on. All while Christ waits and has
prolonged His patience with human
beings, the members of His one
Church that He loved and shed His
holy Blood for on the holy wood of the
Cross, in which He prayed the farewell
prayer before the events of the
Crucifixion by hours, saying: “... that
they all may be one, as You, Father,
are in Me, and | in You; that they
also may be one in Us, that the
world may believe that You sent Me.
And the glory which You gave Me |
have given them, that they may be
one just as We are one: | in them,
and You in Me; that they may be
made perfect in one” (John
17:2123-).

This deep thought was reiterated by
Saint Paul when he said: “Fulfill my
joy by being like-minded, having
the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind” (Philippians 2:2).

With the advent of the twentieth
century and the occurrence of two
world wars (1914 and 1939), millions
of people were killed as a result of
human stupidity and
narrow-mindedness, as well as ego,
pride, and lack of humility, and a deep
understanding of human existence on
earth. Yet, conflicts that occur here or
there still happen due to absolutely
illogical and irrational reasons.
Currently, we are witnessing an
absurd war between two neighboring
nations in the East that affects the

whole world in consideration of food
and energy.

Throughout the twentieth century,
the ecumenical movement arose
calling for a return to the one spirit that
binds the members of the one Body of
Christ, which is His Church
everywhere. Rational and wise voices
began to call for mutual understanding
between churches in dialogues,
communication, and convergence on
many levels.

Our Coptic Church is a participant in
this approach of convergence that
began decades ago by becoming a
member of the World Council of
Churches and regional church
councils, as well as by participating in
theological dialogues between
churches and mutual visits, meetings,
and communications in the pursuit of
Christ’s last desire of “that all may be
one.” However, the disturbing voices,
the hardened hearts, and the closed
minds still persist in only considering
their ego and perceiving all others as
erroneous and far from the right path.

The members of the same body
are diverse in nature.

The members of the Body of Christ,
the churches, are also diverse in
culture, language, traditions, and
history. But they have been dispersed
due to heresies, misinterpretations,
deviations of faith, and others.

Christ is the Head of the one
Church, despite the divisions that
have occurred. The Head (Christ)
searches for the members of His Body
(His Church) that are scattered East
and West, and rejoices in every
helping hand that is extended to
gather the members of His Body.

Our Church, which has an ancient
history and the Orthodox Faith, must
aspire to a distinguished role in this
regard, and it must extend its hands
towards everyone without bias or
discrimination on the basis of
Christian love that Christ searches for
in every heart because that love is
what remains to the heavenly life
among the great virtues of “faith,
hope, love, ... but the greatest of
these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13).

Accordingly, we visit abroad for:

First: to visit our churches and our
children and to check on them as we
have churches, dioceses,
monasteries/convents, bishops,
priests, and deacons in more than a
hundred countries in the world.

Second: to communicate with the
churches of the world that unite with
us in Christ's love; to participate in
heartfelt prayers, Bible readings, and
spiritual sermons that we present with
a pure soul without engaging in
differences, doctrinal interpretations,
or ritual practices. We become guests
to these churches that pray according
to the Nicene Creed, while there may
be some additions to it that we do not
accept faith-wise. We also try to
explain the concepts of faith related to
our sacraments, rites, and beliefs
whenever the opportunity becomes
available. We accept the members of
the one Body of Christ as they are
despite the discrepancies that we
recognize, and we do not impose a
form or opinion on anyone, nor do we
make anyone out to be wrong, nor do
we condemn anyone because Christ
alone has this right.

By Christ's grace, we have visited
many Christian churches throughout
the world. We have visited churches
united with us in the Orthodox Faith
such as those in Ethiopia, the Syriacs,
and the Armenians
(Lebanon/Armenia). Also, the
churches of the Byzantine Orthodox
family in Russia, Greece, Alexandria,
and the Holy Land. We have also
visited Catholic churches in many
countries, Anglican churches in
England and Canada, and Protestant
churches in Germany, Sweden, and
other places. In response, we were
visited by patriarchs and leaders of
churches from all Christian
denominations with visits of love and
acquaintance. . There  are  joint
theological dialogues, meetings, and
numerous conferences with many of
these churches. We try to understand
each other and come together on the
basis of love, explaining our faith and
traditions. We pray for a day when we
will unite “to attain the unity of faith
and the knowledge of Your
imperceptible and infinite glory, for
You are blessed forever. Amen”
(Concluding Prayer for Every Hour in

Agpeya).

Pope Tawadros ||
Pope of Alexandria & Patriach of the
See of St. Mark
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