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The Blessings of Love

The Editorial Article by His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il

St. Paul the Apostle has set for us a basic
canon for Christian conduct according to
the commandment; he handed it down to
his disciple St. Timothy and to us when he
said, “Now the purpose of the
commandment is love from a pure heart,
from a good conscience, and from sincere
faith” (1 Timothy 1:5). It is with this trilogy of
life (love - conscience - faith) that the
Christian man succeeds in the lifelong
journey towards the kingdom. It is clear all
the Pauline epistles revolve around these
three [virtues] in various expressions and
concepts without straying from their
definitions, even when he spoke of
pastoral care issues, such as the sinner of
Corinth (1 Corinthians 5:1), or Philemon
and the runaway bondservant, and others.

In our historic visit to the Vatican on the
commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary
of the first meeting between the two
Churches in 1973 in Rome between Pope
Shenouda Il and Pope Paul VI, we relied
on the basic canon set for us by St. Paul
the Apostle. That is the purpose of the
commandment is love from a pure heart, a
good conscience, and faith without
hypocrisy. Our speeches and homilies
delivered during this visit (May 92023 ,14-),
revolved around these original biblical
themes. It was a very joyful meeting with
H.H. Pope Francis and the fathers of the
Catholic  Church. We, the Coptic
delegation, felt sentiments of gratitude, joy,
and warm welcome through the love of
Christ that brings us all together.

Christian love was manifested in many
instances during the visit, which made us
live and experience the words of Saint Paul
in reality. | would like to mention some of
these events as a historical glorious record
in the life of our holy Church:

1-In the first meeting with Pope Francis
in St. Peter’s Square, we approached each
other with kisses of love. In a gentle
gesture of love, His Holiness took hold of
my encolpion (pectoral cross) that | was
wearing and kissed the icon of the Virgin
Mary on it. It was a sudden gesture for me
and lasted a few seconds, yet carried
many meanings, abundant love, and great
humility as if it were a practical lesson in
accepting the other

2- In St. Peter’s Square, | delivered a
spiritual word to the masses of the
Catholics. Pope Francis introduced me to
the present crowds and | gave my word in
Arabic, which has been translated into
several languages. His Holiness also
delivered a welcome speech on this golden
occasion. This weekly meeting which takes
place at 10 am every Wednesday in the
Vatican, is reserved only for Pope Francis,
and no other speaker. Our speech was the
first of its kind in the history of the Vatican
in which | spoke to attendees of many
nationalities. The whole event lasted about
an hour and ended with both of us giving

the apostolic blessing to the crowds
present.

3- As we entered St. Peter's Square,
the deacons of the Coptic Church sang the
Hymn of the Resurrection “Xpicoc
AdnecTn”, and it was warmly received. This
marks the first time that a Coptic hymn was
heard in front of an audience, including the
Pope and the fathers of the Catholic
Church

4- The next day (Thursday, May 5th,
2023) was the private meeting in the office
of H.H. Pope Francis. The conversation
was on several topics in terms of Church
service and God’s work, rejecting conflicts
and wars, and the ability to cooperate in
church activities in various social fields,
while confirming that we pray for each
other as was agreed upon in our previous
meeting (May 2013)

5- The meeting of the two delegations
was led in Christ’s love, where a speech
was given on the necessity of dialogues
and visits for the path of unity. Pope
Francis gave a speech expressing the
meaning of Christian unity in which
explained that it is not the dominance of
one party over another, nor the absorption
of one into the other, but it is walking
together towards the kingdom

6- Our gift to the Catholic Church was
a box containing pieces of clothes of the
Coptic martyrs in Libya that are smeared
with their blood, and some of their hand zip
ties during their martyrdom in February
2015, with official documents from the
Church signed by me and His Eminence
Metropolitan Bevnotious of Samalout -
Minya, Egypt, the diocese of the village of
Al-Awar from which these martyrs are

7- It was then our surprise that when
Pope Francis received the sacred relics of
the martyrs, he paused, and then
announced that he was going to erect an
altar bearing the name of the Coptic
martyrs in St. Peter’'s Basilica. This was
preceded by His Holiness canonizing
these martyrs, and adding their story to the
Synaxarion of the Catholic Church to
celebrate them on February 15th of each
year, which is the day set by our Holy
Synod to celebrate contemporary martyrs
annually

8- Then another surprise came in
which we were presented with a part of the
relics of St. Catherine of Alexandria, the
martyr, and virgin. We received it with
respect and reverence to be placed in St.
Katherine of Alexandria & St. Verena
Convent of Diocese of Los Angeles —
California, USA, which is currently in the
initial steps of establishment, under the
supervision of His Eminence Metropolitan
Serapion of Los Angeles. The relics were
presented to His Eminence during the
meeting of the Immigration Lands Affairs
Committee in Cairo on May 30th

9- This was followed by a joint
ecumenical prayer in the Roman Pope’s
church, in which all the attendees
participated in the hymns of the glorious
Resurrection. In the end, we said goodbye
to His Holiness with joy, in which case he
again took hold of my encolpion and kissed
it, affirming love and humility from a pure
heart

10- On the occasion of our visit, the
Vatican issued a documentary book with
photos in English about the journey of fifty
years, beginning with the first step of Pope
Shenouda IlI's visit to Rome, his meeting
with Pope Paul VI, and the issuance of a
joint statement that was considered to be
the basis for any future meetings,
dialogues, and visits over the fifty years
(19732023- AD). The book contains all the
letters, words, and statements exchanged
between the two churches

11- Thereafter, we visited several
Vatican offices: the Dicastery for
Promoting Christian Unity, the Dicastery
for the Eastern Churches, and the
Secretaries-General of the Synod of the
Catholic Church. In each meeting,
eloquent words were said amid the
welcome of the cardinal fathers
responsible for each office

12- In a strong gesture of love by Pope
Francis, we were offered the Archbasilica
of St. John Lateran (Basilica di San
Giovanni in Laterano) in Rome for prayer.
This was the first time the head of another
church prayed on its main altar as it is
reserved only for the Roman Pope in which
he prays his first liturgy after being
entrusted with the Apostolic See. The main
reason for this was to gather the Copts of
Rome in one place since our churches
have limited capacity. We prayed the
Vespers Raising of Incense and the Liturgy
of May 14th, 2023 in the presence of many
officials of the Vatican, embassies, and
Egyptian agencies affiliated with the
embassy. Over two thousand people
attended from many regions. The liturgy
was heavenly and crowned with joy and
thanksgiving

It was a truly historic visit and a
confirmation of the Day of Friendship
between the two churches, that is the tenth
of May every year, which marks the day
Pope Kyrillos VI was ordained Pope in
1959, the day of Pope Shenouda III's first
visit to the Vatican in 1973, the day | visited
the Vatican in 2013, and then our visit this
year in 2023, is so that generations
continue to work in love from a pure heart,
a good conscience, and faith without
hypocrisy, which is the purpose of Christ's
commandment to us.

Pope Tawadros ||
Pope of Alexandria & Patriach of the
See of St. Mark

o olas (5 A8 ol (&wu}uu?\)\b}@

I3 Sl sams s ) 92y g5 1 gLV el By B0 Lo et s S5 3,




2
7
Z
Z
Z
Z
Z




