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The European Academy

for Coptic Heritage - TEACH

Professor Michael Henein

Executive Vice Chancellor

The Founding of TEACH

In May 2017, His Holiness Pope
Tawadros |l requested to establish a
European Project that could serve Copts
and non-Copts to provide them with the
wealth of Coptic heritage collected over the
years and link them to the mother church in
Egypt. A proposal for founding an online
European Coptic Academy was presented
to HH and he approved it and gave the
apostolic blessing for the project to start. A
charitable trust was formed, which was
registered with the British  Charity
Commissioner and was given the name
‘The European Academy for Coptic
Heritage — TEACH'.

The reason for establishing a European
Coptic Academy is obviously a response to
the exponential expansion of the Coptic
communities in many European countries.
The history of Copts in Europe started some
40 - 50 years ago when only few families
travelled to some European countries
including the UK, France and Germany in
order to complete their postgraduate
studies. Thereafter, they decided to stay
and start a new life in Europe. Those have
now become thousands of families in over
10 European countries, with 13 Bishops and
over 100 priests serving them. Such well
established presence of Copts in Europe
had significant impact on many native
Europeans, irrespective of their
background, who became interested in
learning more about the Coptic heritage,
culture and sciences. The resulting
academic vacuum in the presence of a
fast-developing media technology, dictated
the need for establishing an online academy
in order to accommodate those needs of the
Copts and others, bypassing the need for
frequent travels to attend lectures,
conferences and symposia.

Several French members of St Kyrel
European Coptic Choir (established in
2010) who have a great zeal to serve their
church, combined their efforts and
produced the first website for TEACH. As
the demands increased on the website for
posting many online courses as well as
providing a large library that is equipped
with thousands of resources including
books, videos and audio recordings, it was
necessary to seek a professional and
powerful website which was designed by
INNUVA www.teach.eu.com. This served
TEACH for the first three years of online
activities.

TEACH Educational Strategy

TEACH aims at delivering Coptic studies
and heritage subjects to Copts and
non-Copts worldwide in the form of online
courses, scientific and cultural materials.
This is achieved through its powerful library
resources and well-designed academic
courses. The currently established courses
include; Coptic church history, Coptic
liturgical history, Coptic language, Coptic
hymnology and music, Coptic Iconography,
Old  Testament  studies, Christian
Counselling, Egyptology and Biblical
Archaeology, Family relations, Christian
Patrology and Interdenominational studies.
Enrolled candidates could either register as
students who attend lectures and sit for the
exams, or visitors who attend lectures but
do not sit for the exams. Students are
granted ‘Certificate’ degree in the subject
they study and pass its exam. Students who
successfully complete two academic years
and pass the necessary exams are granted
‘Diploma’ degree. TEACH started this year
accepting students for Masters (MSc) in
different subjects. This requires writing a
15,000 word thesis under close supervision
from an expert in the field, who usually
carries PhD degree in the subject. Although
most courses are currently delivered in the
English and Arabic languages, attempts are
being made to translate many of them to
other European languages to comply with
every individual's need.

TEACH Staff

TEACH courses are currently delivered by
25 lecturers who are well renowned
international specialists in various fields. All
of them carry higher academic degrees
(MSc or PhD). TEACH also conducts
regular symposia on pressing topics,
delivered by individuals or group of experts.
Examples of those symposia are: The
impact of COVID-19 on church youth
services (Interdenominational, Archbishop
Angaelos, Metropolitan Silwan, Bishop
Graham Tomlin, Bishop Hovakim and
Alkhoury Yossif AlBanna), homosexuality
(Sister Youanna St Phibi) and Biblical
Archeology (Prof Ashraf Sadek),

TEACH Management Structure

HH Pope Tawadros Il is TEACH’s
Chancellor. He is reported to by the
Executive Vice Chancellor who oversees
the daily activities, plans, and supervises all
strategies of the Academy. In addition,
TEACH is governed by a powerful
Academic Board formed of 13 high calibre

academics  from different  countries
worldwide and 4 Directors. Smooth running
of the courses is helped by 8 Administrators,
the Registrar Office and an active IT team.

TEACH-JCS (Journal of Christian
Studies)

TEACH started its new peer reviewed
scientific journal ‘Journal of Christian
Studies —JCS’ which had already published
a number of novel articles in the field of
Coptic music and Coptic language.
Although published articles are in English,
being managed by a specialized British
publishing company, papers’ abstracts are
published in 4 European languages;
English, German, French, and lItalian to
benefit as many interested people as
possible,

http://teachchristianstudiesjournal.jams.pub.
Also, TEACH is planning to start a publisher
arm, TEACH Press which specializes in
publishing both ebooks and hard copies, in
English and Arabic languages through
several international markets; USA,
Canada, UK, Europe, Asia and Australia.

TEACH’s Ten-Years Plan

TEACH aims to be an official European
Academic Coptic Institution at a level and a
standard parallel to other renowned
European universities. This will raise the
academic standard of teaching Coptic
sciences in Europe. Also, it aspires to
become an online academy equivalent to
European Seminaries where priests and
deacons study and graduate to assume
leading positions in their respective
churches, including Catholics and
Anglicans. The unique interdenominational
studies which TEACH started this year had
opened a wonderful horizon for students to
gather wealth of knowledge about different
churches and identify commonalities and
differences. The following step to achieve
such goals, was submitting application for
full accreditation by the British Accreditation
Committee — BAC.

Three Years Outcome of TEACH
Activities

157 students enrolled in the academic
year 2020 - 2021.

97 students enrolled in the academic year
2021 - 2022.

114 students enrolled in the academic
year 2022 - 2023, and 4 candidates
registered for MSc degree.
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May the Righteousness of Faith Grow
The Editorial Article by His Holiness Pope Tawadros I

That is, may the works of righteousness that
are performed through faith grow; may faith
grow through the works performed through it;
may your life grow so that you become
righteous. Our teacher, St. Paul the Apostle,
says: “Now the just (the righteous) shall live by
faith” (Hebrews 10:38), linking the life of
righteousness with the life of faith (refer to
James 2:1420-).

Growth

Growth is the dynamic process in human life,
and it is the main sign that makes us feel that
we are on the right path in the life of holiness
and righteousness:

* “The righteous shall flourish like a palm
tree, he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon”
(Psalm 92:12)

+ “And the child Samuel grew in stature, and in
favor both with the Lord and men” (1 Samuel 2:26)

+ “So the child grew and became strong in spirit”
(Luke 1:80), concerning St. John the Baptist

* “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature,
and in favor with God and men” (Luke 2:52)

+ The Apostle Paul wrote to the
Thessalonians: “May the Lord make you
increase and abound...” (1 Thessalonians 3:12)

* “We are bound to thank God always for
you, brethren, as it is fitting because your faith
grows exceedingly” (2 Thessalonians 1:3)

* He wrote to the Corinthians: “I planted,
Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.
So then neither he who plants is anything, nor
he who waters, but God who gives the
increase” (1 Corinthians 3:67-)

* He described them: “But as you abound in
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge,
in all diligence...” (2 Corinthians 8:7)

Known Types of Faith

1- Little or Weak Faith: St. Peter the
Apostle walked on water, “But when he saw
that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid;
and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying,
‘Lord, save me!’ And immediately Jesus
stretched out His hand and caught him, and
said to him, ‘O you of little faith, why did you
doubt?” (Matthew 14:30 -31).

2- Strong or Great Faith: It is manifested
in simple people like the Canaanite woman
who said to Christ: “Have mercy on me.... My
daughter is severely demon-possessed”
(Matthew 15:22). He then gave her a hard test:
“It is not good to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the little dogs” (Matthew 15:26). As
for her, she said according to her faith: “Yes,
Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs
which fall from their masters’ table” (Matthew
15:27). Then He said to her, “O woman, great
is your faith!” (Matthew 15:28), and she
received this honor.

The moving of the Mukattam Mountain in the
tenth century that is found in the history of the
Church was made possible by a simple
person, St. Simon the Tanner. He fulfilled the
Scriptures’ saying: “If you have faith as a
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,

‘Move from here to there,” and it will move”
(Matthew 17:20).

3- Figurative or Superficial Faith: such
as the faith of the scribes and Pharisees of
whom the Lord Christ said: “The scribes and
the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. Therefore,
whatever they tell you to observe, that observe
and do, but do not do according to their works;
for they say, and do not do. For they bind
heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on
men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not
move them with one of their fingers” (Matthew
23:24-)—their faith is figurative.

What Are the Obstacles that
Weaken faith?

1- Pride of the Mind: The modern era
makes the person arrogant and prideful,
thinking that he or she is capable of anything
as a result of the dazzling means of modern
technology. However, pride deprives them of
having faith.

2- Doubt: It is Satan’s war. A person
becomes lost if he or she experiences many
doubts. If the person enters the cycle of doubt,
it becomes extremely difficult to leave it since it
is like a trap that causes the loss of faith.

3- Fear: When faith increases, fear
decreases, and vice versa. Do not let fear
enter your heart.

How Does Faith Grow in a Person’s Life?
There is no thermometer that measures the
degree of faith or its fervor. Faith is inside the
heart, faith is revealed in situations, and faith is
a feeling, an emotion, a strength, and an
energy in a person.
Four ways to help faith grow:

1- Commandment and Prayer: Our
teacher, St. Paul the Apostle, says: “Only let
your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ”
(Philippians 1:27). The person who is attached
to the Gospel and prayer can turn the
commandment into experience, and the
gospel teaching into life, as our Lord Jesus
Christ says: “The words that | speak to you are
spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63).

Fr. Bishoy Kamel said: “The Bible is the
school of love and its teacher who reveals its
means and how to be filled with it.” Our teacher
St. Paul the Apostle explained the relationship
between love and faith when he said: “...faith
working through love” (Galatians 5:6), faith that
translates into love and does not appear
except through love.

2- Repentance and Humility: he who
lives pridefully cannot have faith and a sinner
cannot have sound faith, but faith as a fuel that
helps to repent. Moreover, the penitent is a
humble person: “And the tax collector,
standing afar off, would not so much as raise
his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying,
‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ | tell you, this
man went down to his house justified” (Luke
18:13- 14).

There is a strong prayer of repentance in the
Book of Ezra: “O my God, | am too ashamed
and humiliated to lift up my face to You, my

God; for our iniquities have risen higher than
our heads, and our guilt has grown up to the
heavens” (Ezra 9:6).

Faith needs humility and purity of the inner
heartt Once a person repents, the
righteousness of faith grows.

3- Support: The Lord Christ says: “For |
was hungry and you gave Me food; | was
thirsty and you gave Me drink; | was a stranger
and you took Me in; | was naked and you
clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me; |
was in prison and you came to Me....
Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did it
to one of the least of these My brethren, you
did it to Me” (Matthew 25:3540-). Also, our
teacher St. Paul the Apostle says: “uphold
(support) the weak” (1 Thessalonians 5:14).
Every act of support helps faith grow.

4- Act of Mercy: Mercy is found in a
human heart that is not harsh. Our society
continues to become more and more
materialistic at a global scale (the economy,
currency rates, and capital flow). This hardens
the human heart and makes it lack kindness.

Christ our Master asked: “Is it lawful on the
Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or
to kill?’ But they kept silent. And when He had
looked around at them with anger, being
grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He
said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.” And
he stretched it out, and his hand was restored
as whole as the other” (Mark 3:4 -5). It is an act
of mercy that is offered with a merciful heart.
Or the woman who was caught in the act and
brought to be stoned, Christ released her,
saying, “... Neither do | condemn you; go and
sin no more” (John 8:10 -11). The Good
Samaritan who was merciful on the road is one
powerful example.

Mercy helps you to grow faith in your life. But
know this: true mercy is offered to those who
do not deserve it. We always ask God for
mercy, even though we do not deserve it, and
God, out of His love and mercy, has mercy on
us.

St. Augustine said: “The heart has two
valves that work together, the first this
written on it: ‘Love the Lord your God,” and
the second: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.” The heart cannot work with one
valve.”

Conclusion

In one of the general supplications prayed in
the liturgy before sanctification, we start with
the foundation: “Yea, we ask You, O Christ our
God, confirm the foundation of the Church.”
Then we rise to “The oneness of heart that is of
love, may it take root in us.” We rise higher and
ask: “May the righteousness of faith grow,” that
we may continue to grow in our lives. Then, we
ask for the groups of the congregation
because the entire ecclesiastical entity is
defined in these beautiful supplications.

Pope Tawadros II
Pope of Alexandria & Patriach of the
See of St. Mark
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