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The Service in Europe

The Editorial Article by His Holiness Pope Tawadros I

In the 1950s, some Copts began to
travel to European countries for
many reasons: visiting, studying,
touring, shopping, etc.

Small and limited gatherings of individuals
began and soon some priests traveled to
them for visitations, such as the monk-priest
Fr. Makari El-Soryani who later became
H.G. Bishop Samuel, the General Bishop for
Public, Social and Ecumenical Services. He

was martyred in the assassination incident
of President Sadat in October of 1981.

However, we did not have any Coptic
church buildings in Europe until 1970. The
first Coptic church was in London, England,
to which the church sent a monk-priest to
the Copts there, Fr. Antonious El-Soryani
(H.E. Metropolitan Bakhomius of Beheira
- Egypt, and Pentapolis, may God keep
his life). Subsequently, churches began to
be established, whether by purchasing
properties or by leasing temporarily or
permanently. More priests, whether monks
or married, were sent as the service was
growing with the number of Copts, and it
was necessary to provide visitations,
pastoral care, and guidance towards
degradation in these Western societies. In
addition, it was profitable to strengthen all of
those Copts’ connection to the motherland,
Egypt. After the establishment of churches
in several European countries, dioceses
began to be established by sending bishops
to reside in these countries. The first was in
1991 with the establishment of the Diocese
of Birmingham in northern England, by
sending of H.G. Bishop Misael of
Birmingham, UK, may God keep his life.
More dioceses followed and their
number reached 15 dioceses, each under
the care of a metropolitan and 14 total
bishops in several countries each
inhabiting one, two, or three bishops.
This is after the increase in the number of
Copts, where they were in the hundreds or
thousands, and now hundreds of
thousands. The establishment of Coptic
monasteries also began with the founding of
St. Antonius Monastery in Kréffelbach, North
of Frankfurt, Germany.

To provide more organization to the
service after its expansion, the Ilate
Metropolitan Kyrillos of Milan was chosen to
be a Papal Exarch in Europe for the first
time in 2013. From that year we started the
European Service Conference, bringing
together bishops, priests, deacons, and

representatives of the churches. The first
conference was at the Monastery of St.
Anthony in Austria, and it was decided that
this conference would take place every two
years. This continued to manage pastoral
service in churches and dioceses. This
conference was orchestrated by
Metropolitan Kyrillos of Milan until his
departure in August 2017.

Of course, several countries in Europe
have churches that will be future dioceses,
so the number of dioceses may reach
approximately 20. Therefore, we thought
that there should be a central headquarters
among these dioceses that would be an
extension of the Coptic Orthodox
Patriarchate in Cairo. In fact, the author of
this idea was the late Metropolitan Kyrillos,
who presented it to the late Pope Shenouda
[ll about twenty years ago. His Eminence
presented the land and blueprints, spending
the next ten years obtaining building
permits. Construction began in 2010 and
ended in 2015 without interior finishing. The
Second European Service Conference in
2015 took place there. We all attended and
prayed a liturgy, celebrating this place in the
presence  of  Metropolitan  Kyrillos,
memorialized in a video recording of these
beautiful moments. After his departure in
2017, God chose two of his disciples to be
bishops: H.G. Bishop Antonio for Milan, Italy,
and H.G. Bishop Giovanni for the new
Diocese of Central Europe which includes
Hungary, Romania, Poland, Czech
Republic, and Slovenia. His Grace was also
entrusted with caring for Venice, which has
the central church on which he worked hard
to complete and equip with all the
architectural, artistic, and ecclesiastical
details. The inauguration and consecration
day of this church was a very important
event in the continued development of the
service of the Coptic Orthodox Church in the
continent of Europe.

| am pleased to recount this event in
detail. On Saturday, October 14, 2023, we
began arriving at the Cathedral at noon and
were received by clergy and a large number
of children carrying roses, taking many
pictures with them as they are the church of
the future. Then we inaugurated the
cathedral with hymns and glorifications.
Bishop Giovani explained to us the history of
this great creation, and the architect Mounir
Abdo Fam spoke about the Coptic
architecture of the cathedral. In the evening
we prayed the Raising Incense of Vespers in

the presence of the Catholic Patriarch of
Venice (and some other churches’
representatives) who presented us with part
of the relics of St. Pope Anianus, the second
Coptic Patriarch after Saint Mark.

At dawn on Sunday, October 15, 2023, we
began the consecration prayers for the
altars, the baptistery, and icons amid great
joy and jubilation from all the attendees,
including metropolitans, bishops, priests,
deacons, archons, and all the people. The
consecration is fulfilled by saying: “We
consecrate this altar with the holy Myron
in the cathedral of the Coptic Orthodox
Patriarchate in the city of Venice in Italy,
with the name of St. Mark the Apostle, the
preacher of our country, Egypt.” The main
altar is named after St. Mark the Apostle, the
northern is named after Abba Shenouda the
Archimandrite, and the southern is named
after Abba Abraam of Fayoum. Then we
continued the divine liturgy of the first
Sunday of the month of Baba, and
distributed the eulogia and commemorative
gifts to all those who were present.

On the evening of the same day, we began
the meeting with the bishops of Europe and
the members of the General Secretariat of the
Holy Synod, in which all the Fathers spoke in
an empirical manner and exchanged
experiences of pastoral work, their needs,
and their most crucial problems and
challenges, in addition to useful suggestions
for the service and the work of the Coptic
Orthodox Church. We shared a wonderful
time praying, studying, researching, and
presenting issues concerning the service of
each diocese and how to sustain joint
cooperation in all possible ways. It was a
long, yet joyful meeting in which we saw the
strong work of God'’s hand in various pastoral
aspects, and it ended at noon on Monday,
October 16, 2023.

The day of the inauguration and
consecration of the cathedral, and
the meeting of the bishops of
Europe together in several sessions,
in addition to the fruitful and
effective discussions, is an
important event in the history of the
service in Europe, and an important
point for the hopes and dreams that
everyone seeks to achieve through
the Holy Spirit of God.

Pope Tawadros II
Pope of Alexandria & Patriach of the
See of St. Mark
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