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MEDIA RELEASE: 13TH NOVEMBER 2024
Historic Diocese Property Act Approved at NSW Parliament

| am honoured to announce that the Coptic Orthodox Church (NSW) Property Trust Act 1990 has now been
amended, representing a significant step forward in the governance of our diocese.

The amendment, processed through the Justice Legislation A d {Miscell ) Bill 2024, transition
the Act from a sole trustee to a Board of Trustees (the "Diocesan Trustees”). This better reflects our current
administrative and pastoral structure, with the same amendments made to the Diocesan Constitution,

officially signed by His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il on November 9, 2022. ] x]
Thi t ch d ble th h th rted efforts of dedicated individual h U"h ‘ ‘)DJ l—uy‘ ‘)-’J )} \ ‘J Luy‘ A\ALU ?u
@ recent changes were made possible through the concerted efforts of many dedicated individuals, eac|
m% of whom has worked with commitment and integrity. | am espacially grateful to Mr. Edmond Atalla, Member “-ijf-‘) DJL;\J-} 6\-;\]\‘)-\&&1-{ ‘)S.-j} K—’}Lul j:}-i 4.-3‘}(3 WLQ L_S"'AS\"'“T‘
iie - e e for Mount Druitt, for his htful ib to the legislative process and his thoughtful remarks on the £ e, o ] LAl
@ Justice Legislation Amendment (Miscellaneous) Bill 2024. Mr. Atalla highlighted the importance of this Bill in &j—‘-ﬂ" EJASJ J-\Aaj-’ Y /\ dﬁ‘}‘d‘ uﬂ.-,‘-ﬂéj\ v‘aﬁ ‘\J-ng);\-d
ensuring that legal frameworks align with the needs of religious communities in New South Wales. % o .
3 Lo Cpoaall dniSy Jowlaall e gt T ) Lo
With deep gratitude, | thank His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il for his unwavering support and care for our wﬁ‘),q o) o GGJY s > e}"
diocese. His dedication to the well-being of the Coptic Orthodox community in Sydney has been a source of \ hs ’J s,n 4 iHS H ou} 4 ’ES w e 45) WA 3 PRRx) ASJ\ 4_\_‘ ADY 3
strength and guidance, allowing us to move forward with confidence and unity. We are blessed by his
commitment and pastoral love, which has encouraged us every step of the way. wJSJLQ M‘ e.u\_} L\AIS JAP dJLG u.nLA-m]\ 4.ALLL&.I e\ﬁ} ‘UJ}JXAJ
| also acknowledge the pivotal r -;w.-‘--‘.w|--.-=F:"‘|:-|=I.:‘ His Holiness Pope Tawadros |1 hy "6 ].~ SJ}JJ\ i.ﬁ uﬁls dj‘ ﬁ) ‘4 “Sn_' 4..4! n
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The fourth century AD was one of
the most turbulent centuries,
beginning with great persecution
and ending with reconciliation
between the East and the West. It
also witnessed the emergence of
major theological debates,
represented by the convening of
the ecumenical councils in Nicaea
(325 AD) and Constantinople (381
AD), along with the appearance of
champions of the faith and brilliant
defenders using philosophy,
theology, and, above all, the Holy
Scriptures in both Testaments.

Diocletian the Emperor (284-305 AD) began
by reforming his administration and army,
dividing the state into two parts: East and
West. He appointed an emperor and a caesar
for each side to assist in governance and to
succeed upon death or retirement, retaining
the East for himself. He was stubbornly
devoted to paganism and issued a decree
declaring Christians to be the cause of
rebellion and unrest in the East. His decree
included radical measures against Christianity,
such as destroying churches, burning sacred
books, and prohibiting religious gatherings.
This persecution was the longest in Roman
history, lasting ten years. It was moderate in
the West but relentless in the East, especially
in Egypt and Palestine, where the number of
martyrs reached hundreds and thousands.
This led the Copts to adopt the year 284 AD,
the beginning of his reign, as the start of the
Coptic calendar, called “Anno Martyrum” (i.e.
the Year of the Martyrs) which we
commemorate this year as 1741 AM.

In the year 305 AD, Diocletian abdicated as
emperor due to iliness. In 306 AD, Constantine
became Caesar, and after a series of wars, he
emerged as the supreme emperor of both the
East and the West. He issued laws favorable to
Christianity, granting all citizens religious
freedom and ordering the restoration of
churches. This is known as the Edict of Milan
for religious tolerance, issued in 313 AD,
which made Christianity a legal religion in the
empire and is recognized as a decree for
freedom of conscience and worship.

In the year 324 AD, Constantine became the
sole emperor supporting Christianity. During his
reign, the Church enjoyed peace and tranquility,
and it felt the triumph of faith over paganism. He
granted citizenship rights to Christians and
considered himself their supreme defender and
protector of the state.

Constantine the Great

Constantine was of a tolerant pagan
origin, born in 280 AD in Serbia. He learned
about Christianity but did not get baptized,
postponing it until shortly before his death,
claiming he wanted to be baptized in the Jordan
River. He was baptized by Eusebius, Bishop of
Nicomedia, just days before his death. He lived
his life inclined toward Christianity and did not
persecute its followers, possibly due to the
influence of his devout mother, Helen, and his
sister, Constantia, who were both Christians.
He learned open-mindedness from his parents
and came to power in 306 AD after the death of
his father, Constantius Chlorus. He was
ambitious, courageous, and capable, fathering
three sons whom he raised in Christianity and
who succeeded him after his death.

He was of high moral character and
extremely generous to the suffering
Christians. He restored confiscated properties
to Christians, distributed funds to churches and
clergy, reinstated endowments to the Church,
and allowed the construction of churches and
cathedrals. He allocated a portion of the state
budget to provide financial support to churches
and appointed Christians to significant and
important positions in government for the first
time, recognizing their honesty and dedication.
He also made Byzantium the capital of the
empire, renaming it Constantinople, after
himself. It was officially inaugurated on May 11,
330 AD. Today, it is Istanbul, Turkey, and
remains one of Orthodoxy’s capitals in the world
and the seat of the Ecumenical Patriarch.

When the Arian crisis arose, threatening the
peace of the Christian world, he intervened to
preserve the Church’s peace. He may have
been the one to propose convening the First
Ecumenical Council in Nicaea in 325 AD, which
was held successfully and condemned the
Arian heretics. After the council, Constantine
gained great honor and respect, which led him
to consider himself the leader and protector of
Christians and the defender of united
Christianity. He believed that God granted him
successive victories because of his support for
and organization of Church affairs.

Despite the emergence of theological
currents that split from the Church, Arianism,
which originated in Alexandria and spread
throughout the entire Eastern Church, caused
great  suspicion and  turmoil  during
Constantine’s reign. Arius was one of the
disciples of the Antiochene School of Theology
and a student of the famous teacher Lucian of
Antioch. He was Alexandrian by birth but raised
in Antioch. In the face of this destructive schism
among the Church’s members, and after all

attempts to bring Arius back to reason failed,
the emperor decided to compile an agenda of
all conflicting issues and present them at a large
council involving bishops from the East and
West. The idea may have originated from Pope
Alexander |, the 19 Patriarch of Alexandria,
aiming to preserve the empire’s unity from
divisions and schisms. Indeed, with Emperor
Constantine himself present, 318 bishops
gathered in the coastal city of Nicaea in 325 AD,
where they proclaimed the true and sound
doctrine in the Creed of Faith, affirming the
essential equality of the Son with the Father.
The Nicene Creed resonated universally in time
and space, and all churches recite it to this day
as a prayer, standing as we say it, across all
Christian churches in the world, East and West.

The Council was a work of divine
providence through this great emperor and
marked the beginning of the ftradition of
convening ecumenical councils. Eusebius of
Caesarea described the Council's atmosphere
as dazzling to the eyes and well-prepared. After
the Council's conclusion, the emperor
celebrated the 20 anniversary of his reign across
all the empire’s provinces with grand public
celebrations, culminating in a lavish banquet
prepared by the emperor for the servants of
God. No bishop was absent, and they all satin a
large circular arrangement, and at the end, he
presented them with gifts befitting their rank.

Ten years later, in 335 AD, the emperor
celebrated the 30 anniversary of his reign in the
presence of many bishops for the dedication of
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, which he had
ordered to be built, and the raising of the Holy
Cross on September 14. They proclaimed, “The
Cross preserves the universe. The Cross is the
beauty of the Church. The Cross is the majesty
of kings. The Cross is the steadfastness of
believers. The Cross astonishes angels and
wounds demons ...”

Just days before his death, Constantine
cast aside his purple garments, marked his
rank, put on white garments, and received
the sacrament of baptism. His soul departed
on May 22, 337 AD. His body was preserved
and placed in a golden sarcophagus,
transported to the palace in Constantinople,
and prayed over throughout the night in the
Church of the Apostles. He was buried there,
and with his death, the Church lost its
greatest defender of Orthodoxy and the
Nicene Creed.
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